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1. INTRODUCTION
The surge of rapid growth in Castle Rock during the 1990’s has
resulted in awareness and concerns about the impacts of growth
on the Town’s identity, its historic character and structures, as
well as the quality of new development. The challenge facing
Castle Rock is how to balance growth and development with the
desire to maintain the small-town charm, feel and character of the
Town. It is in Castle Rock’s social and economic interest to
preserve, promote and build on the Town’s distinct visual and
historic character and its architectural traditions, yet provide for
growth with a desirable mix of architectural styles, forms and
materials.

These Design Guidelines inform
property owners and potential
developers about the
Community’s desired vision
and expectations regarding the
design of future development.

Why have design guidelines? They are essential to encourage the
type of development in areas where design quality, building
character, and use suitability are critical elements in the growth of
a community. Castle Rock is a unique community whose history
and blending of historic structures with new buildings together
with its stunning physical setting gives it its character. This
uniqueness is a major point of community pride and it is the goal
of these guidelines to encourage those qualities that are in
harmony with Castle Rock’s character. Although no longer a small
ranch service center, there are certain qualities that are held dear.
Historic Overview
Founded in 1874, the Town served as a service center for the
three local rhyolite stone quarries and the surrounding ranches.
Its location on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, and the
Denver and Rio Grande railroad lines and the proximity to water
spurred early growth. Located in the geographic center of
Douglas County, the Town was voted county seat in 1874, and in
the same year, Jeremiah Gould donated land to the Town of
Castle Rock and the Downtown was platted. In 1881, the Town
was incorporated and it grew slowly and steadily in size with its
function as a supply town for the local ranches, as a railroad stop,
and as home to the workers in the local quarries.
Early buildings, built out of wood and the locally quarried stone,
reflected the range of simple architectural styles typical of early
Colorado towns. The local architectural styles had minimal
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ornamentation and houses of modest size were built, fitting the
budgets of the townspeople, local ranchers and farmers.
In 1994, the Historic District was established and this contains the
Downtown core and the Craig and Gould Addition, a residential
area east of the Downtown that was platted and added to the
Town in 1875. Within the Town, there are over twenty buildings
designated as Castle Rock Local Landmarks and within the
Historic District, there are five buildings on the National Register
of Historic Places, all of which reflect a simple, vernacular
architectural heritage.

Residence of Wallace Holcomb in the Craig
and Gould Addition.

The five buildings and one site on the National Register of Historic
Places are important landmarks because they reflect the history of
the initial growth of the Town and the social attitudes of residents
of early Castle Rock. The historic buildings and site are:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Denver and Rio Grande Railroad Depot (built 1875).
Relocated to 420 Elbert Street from its original location
adjacent to Perry Street, this is now the home of the Castle
Rock Museum.
Hammar House (built 1881). This Gothic Revival style
house is located at 203 Cantril Street. It is a private
residence.
Cantril School (built 1897). This building is sited on the
block bordered by Cantril and Lewis Streets, and 3rd and 4th
Streets.
Keystone Hotel (built 1901). Located at the corner of 4th
and Wilcox Streets, this building has restaurants on the main
floor and apartments on the second floor.
First National Bank of Douglas County (built 1904). Located
at 300 Wilcox Street, this building is now the meeting place
for Masons and affiliated groups.
the site of the former Douglas County Courthouse, which
was destroyed by fire (1889-1978). This block is bordered
by 4th, 3rd, Wilcox and Jerry Streets. A new County
administration building is located on the site.

By 1930, the population of Castle Rock had reached 478, and in
1970, the Census recorded a population of 1,531 residents. By
1980, the population was 3,900, and as the population grew in
Colorado’s Front Range, Castle Rock grew as well so that by 1990
it was 8,612. In 2000, the U.S. Census recorded 20,224
residents, and the current 2003 estimate is approximately 28,000
residents.
Since both Douglas County and Castle Rock are
expected to increase substantially, it is projected that the Town’s
population could grow to 64,800 by 2020.
Castle Rock encompasses some 31 square miles and is essentially
bisected by East Plum Creek and the I-25. The Rock is the
Town’s most significant geologic feature and rolling terrain east
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and west of the I-25 allow for highly scenic views of the Rocky
Mountains.

Denver and Rio Grande Railroad Depot

Hammar House

View over Castle Rock, 1925

Cantril School

Keystone Hotel

Former Douglas County Courthouse

First National Bank of Douglas County
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Development of the Guidelines; the Community Vision
The process to develop this document was driven by the
preferences of a Design Committee together with input from local
citizens. These guidelines also build on the vision and policies
defined in two key documents, Vision 2020 and the 2020
Comprehensive Master Plan. These guidelines provide a bridge
between these policy documents and the detailed requirements
of the Town’s Municipal Code.
This document was developed by a Design Committee with
representatives of a cross-section of the community, from
development, neighborhoods and design professions, together
with the Town of Castle Rock Development Services staff. The
goal was to define, through details, the vision to guide Castle Rock
as it continues to grow and evolve.
Since this document builds on existing policies, the community
vision to maintain the Town’s identity, as identified in Vision
2020, seeks to:
•
•
•

Preserve Castle Rock’s historic buildings and small-town
atmosphere;
Design new commercial, office and industrial developments
in such a way as to appropriately fit within the context of the
existing “town-like” scale and architectural character; and
Plan new residential development at a neighborhood scale
and character through appropriate setbacks, street
landscaping, sidewalks, and architectural design.

Policies contained in the 2020 Comprehensive Master Plan
establish the direction for land use, community character, parks
and open space, transportation, and other elements important to
the community. Specific implementation strategies directed that
design guidelines and standards be developed that provide
continuity of design throughout the Town. In addition, the
existing Downtown design guidelines were to be reviewed and
updated to preserve Castle Rock’s “small town feel”.
Those specific policies that pertain to land use and provided
direction to the Design Committee are included in the relevant
sections of this document. As a response to these existing
policies, the Committee’s extensive public input process focused
on how to maintain the traditional small-town character of Castle
Rock but also accommodate development in a way that is
sensitive to the area’s traditional scale and character, yet not
hamper creativity and innovation.
The results of this extensive process have resulted in this
document that reflects the vision for urban design for the
community. What is envisioned is a Town with an historic core,
and new areas with complementary commercial, industrial and
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residential development and amenities.
For the historic
Downtown, the guidelines build on the character-defining
elements contained in the architecture of older buildings. For
areas outside of the Downtown, new buildings are to be designed
with site considerations, architectural features and quality
materials that blend with and enhance the site and the existing
community structure.
Creating an aesthetically cohesive and harmonious urban
townscape is essential to maintaining Castle Rock’s visual
character. In order for the urban townscape to be visually
cohesive and promote the identity of the Town, the architecture
outside of the historic Downtown must possess a certain degree of
compatibility with the architectural design and the materials
found in this district. To this end, the architecture of all new
buildings is expected to reflect the identified community
character.
Purpose and Scope of the Design Guidelines
These guidelines are intended to guide developers, design
professionals, property owners and other community members as
they conceive their projects, and to be an evaluation tool for
Town staff, Planning Commission and Town Council. As a
reference document, these guidelines express the Community’s
desired vision and expectation regarding the design of future
development. These guidelines do not promote or require
adherence to a particular architectural style, but rather to the
general qualities that give Castle Rock its appeal. The guidelines
and the design review process are not intended to stifle
architectural creativity, nor to decrease or limit one’s use of
property, nor is it intended to impose undue economic hardship
on any property owner. The purpose is to strike a balance
between providing flexibility in building design, yet promote and
assure a consistent design quality that complements the existing
Town character.
These design guidelines are not intended to dictate a particular
architectural style nor presume to assure good design. Rather, the
intent of these guidelines is to provide guidance on site planning
and architectural design. With respect to building design, the
intent is to balance the quality elements found in existing
structures with the design and use demands of contemporary
buildings. It is recommended that this document be used in
conjunction with the existing character-defining document, Castle
Rock Style (1996).
The guidelines will apply to all new developments, alterations to
existing structures and changes of use. They also should be used
as a guiding instrument for the master planning of large, phased
development projects.
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How to Use the Design Guidelines
These guidelines are organized into six sections based on land use
and the type of development: Commercial and Mixed-Use in
the Downtown; Commercial outside of the Downtown;
Industrial; Multi-family, Single family and Historic Residential;
Gateway Opportunities and the I-25 corridor, and Site Design,
Retaining Walls and Detention. Within each of these sections,
Site Design and Layout guidelines focus on vehicular and
pedestrian circulation, parking lots, landscaping, and other site
considerations. The Building Design guidelines define the
architectural aspects of a building, including mass and scale,
architectural detail, materials and color, roofs, and lighting. At the
end of each section are Master Plan Design Principles which
contain the key principles and policies extracted from the 2020
Comprehensive Master Plan that are relevant for each land use
category. The guidelines are written to comply with the spirit of
these key policies. Each section is written to be a stand-alone
section and cross-references to other sections have been kept to a
minimum.
This document is written with Intent statements and Guidelines.
The Intent statements present the overall goal for development
and describe a desired outcome within the site or building design
category. The Guidelines provide the direction as to how the
goals of the intent statement can be met. The strength of the
wording in each guideline reflects its relative importance in terms
of achieving the intent. For example, guidelines use the terms
“should” and “can”, amongst other words, to indicate they are
important in achieving the stated intent but they are not
requirements for approval. The intent of these guidelines is to
suggest a range of solutions to satisfy a policy objective rather than
to dictate specific design solutions. This approach is intended to
provide flexibility for the design professional in demonstrating
compliance with the spirit of the guidelines. It also will allow for
discussion and a qualitative review process by Town of Castle
Rock staff who have development review responsibilities. These
guidelines establish a qualitative design approach by identifying
several possible design solutions to accomplish the intent.
Photographs or sketches accompany the guidelines and these
images are illustrative only, and are intended to demonstrate, in a
general way, a design solution.
The guidelines are intended to facilitate an efficient review
process for applicants by helping identify design issues and
suggesting preferred design solutions at the onset of a project’s
development. It is recommended that an applicant become
familiar with these guidelines and discuss them with staff at the
pre-application meeting. These guidelines serve the purpose of
educating the applicant on the expectations of the Community
and the type of design criteria and elements that can be
incorporated into a project from the beginning.
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These guidelines are also intended to assist in the conservation
and revitalization of properties in the Historic District. They
describe ways that existing storefronts may be altered and
improved and ways in which new commercial, mixed-use or
residential projects can be designed to be compatible with the
existing historic neighborhood character.
Nature of the Design Guidelines
These design guidelines are intended to be advisory in nature.
They are not mandatory Town regulations but rather are intended
to provide guidance to applicants in the design of projects and to
the Town in evaluating matters contained within the guidelines.
Review and Updates
This document has been envisioned as responsive to allow for
modifications that reflect changes in design objectives that can
occur over time. To accomplish this, this document will be
reviewed and updated at intervals of approximately three years.
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2. COMMERCIAL AND
MIXED-USE IN THE
DOWNTOWN

11

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

12

2. COMMERCIAL AND
MIXED-USE IN THE
DOWNTOWN

Overview
The historic Downtown is the heart of Castle Rock; the streets
surrounding the Wilcox Building and Wilcox Square are places for
shopping, dining, entertainment and commerce. The Town of
Castle Rock is committed to historic preservation as a means of
fostering community pride and strengthening one of the Town’s
strongest assets. The sense of place, the unique character that is
Castle Rock, is a legacy from the past.
In 1994, the Town of Castle Rock produced the Design
Guidelines for Downtown Castle Rock in order to define and
maintain the quality and traditional character of the Downtown.
It was seen as important to strengthen the character of Downtown
and define the Downtown core as a pedestrian-oriented small
town village with buildings with traditional storefronts and houses
converted to commercial uses. With continued growth in the
Downtown as well as the designation of a Historic District for a
portion of the Downtown, this section provides an update to this
earlier document in order to guide new development.
The Downtown consists of an eclectic mix of structures, uses and
activities, all of which contribute greatly to its charm. There is not
one dominant architectural style, and this set of guidelines does
not advocate any particular style. It does, however, seek to
promote preservation, restoration and rehabilitation of old
structures so that architectural integrity is maintained. While
significant historic content is limited to a small number of
buildings, mostly in the heart of the Downtown, these buildings
eloquently convey the historic spirit of the Town and can serve as
the inspiration for future development.
The Downtown Urban Design Plan, (1994) subdivided the
Downtown into three “character” areas or neighborhoods to
recognize the different physical appearance and functional uses of
these areas. The designation of these three neighborhoods is still
valid. North of Sixth Street is the North Wilcox neighborhood,
which is a combination of auto-oriented commercial uses and
residential buildings, largely converted to retail and office uses.
The core Downtown area contains the traditional old Downtown
of Castle Rock with a mix of historic buildings and new infill
projects, surrounding the historic Wilcox Square with the Wilcox
Building and adjoining Douglas County administration offices.
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South of Second Street is the civic area with Town
Hall, the Police Station, the new Library, and a
variety of retail and commercial uses.
The most prevalent historic pattern in the
Downtown core is that the buildings are located at
the edge of the sidewalk, without a setback. These
retail blocks, sometimes with offices or apartments
on the upper floors, have given the Downtown its
identity. Some of the building elements that
contribute to this historic character include:

North
Wilcox
Neighborhood
D

t

•
•
•

Downtown
Core

•
•
•
•
•
•

South
Downtown

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

14

Continuity of building façades at the sidewalk
edge with no setback;
Recessed entries at the ground level;
Large display windows supported by low walls
or bulkheads;
A ground floor ceiling height of approximately
ten to twelve feet;
A maximum storefront width of 20 to 40 feet;
A pattern of smaller window sizes for the
upper floors;
Cornices or parapets at the top of façades;
Special treatment of buildings at street
intersections; and
Predominantly masonry or stone façades.

I. GUIDELINES FOR NEW BUILDINGS
New buildings should reflect the traditional character of the
Downtown but can use new, innovative elements in ways to
express the architecture of current times. In this way, new
buildings can be clearly distinguished from their elder neighbors.
These guidelines are designed to spark development that is
creative, yet maintains respect for the architectural history of the
district. The goal is to conserve the sense of the past and the
distinct Downtown character while encouraging the continued
growth of a vital business district.
The primary goals for the design guidelines for new buildings are
to:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Develop an attractive street façade with storefronts scaled
and oriented to pedestrians;
Place buildings at the appropriate setback;
Promote mixed-use development with ground floor retail
and office or residential uses on the upper stories;
Encourage a variety of architectural styles that are
complementary to the historic precedents set in the Town.
New developments should be compatible in form, height,
building elements and materials with neighboring buildings;
Encourage continuous building street frontage thereby
reducing the visual impact of parking lots;
Locate parking areas at the rear of buildings or in parking
structures;
Encourage buildings to have dual entryways, allowing
patrons to enter from the street and the parking area at the
side or rear of the building; and
Locate signs in traditional signage locations on building
façades.
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A.

Site Design and Layout

A.1

Building Setbacks and the Building Edge

Intent

Creating a good, comfortable sidewalk area for the pedestrian is
the primary objective and building setbacks help define the
character of the sidewalk area as public spaces. Within the
Downtown, the character varies from areas that were originally
residential areas to the commercial blocks in the core. The height
of the buildings, the setbacks, and the character of the landscaped
areas determine the sense of spaciousness or, conversely,
enclosure. The location and height of buildings, awnings and
canopies, street trees, and on-street parking all contribute to the
pedestrian’s sense of comfort while on the sidewalk.
Typically, commercial buildings in the Downtown core have been
built to the property line, behind the sidewalk. Where possible,
this alignment should be retained for new construction and
additions.

Guidelines

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

A.1.1

In the Downtown core where storefronts are typical, the
building fronts should be located at the property line to
define the sidewalk edge and create a sense of vitality for
the public sidewalk.

A.1.2

Developments can set back from the property line to
allow for outdoor dining areas, patios, plazas, and
entranceways as long as the façade continuity is not
interrupted.

A.1.3

Ground level uses should be retail, entertainment,
customer services, and other uses that generate activity.
Large clear windows, prominent entryways, awnings and
canopies should be used, where possible.

A.1.4

In areas of the Downtown where a residential form of
building is typical, the front setbacks of new or infill
development should be a similar dimension to the
traditional setbacks.
The front yards should be
landscaped. New buildings should draw upon the historic
residential building forms that are prevalent in Castle
Rock.
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A.2

Balancing Pedestrian Areas and Parking

Intent

The creation of a comfortable street zone has a balance
maintained between parked cars and pedestrians. Off-street
parking is needed to support the vital business activity Downtown.
However, surface parking lots affect the pedestrian character and
often appear as vacant underutilized space. Parking can be
accommodated as a positive addition to an historic Downtown
area. Parking lots should be safe, convenient and attractive.

Guidelines
A.2.1

In order to maintain a consistent and active streetscape
and provide a safe pedestrian area, parking should be
located behind buildings in a landscaped parking area and
screened from street view.

A.2.2

A series of small parking lots with pedestrian connections
between them and to the sidewalk is more compatible
with the scale of the Downtown than large parking lots.

A.2.3

Parking lots should be screened with perimeter
landscaping along the public sidewalks; trees and hedges
in front of a low decorative screening fence or wall are
preferred. These walls should follow the existing building
line, where possible.

A.2.4

Wherever possible, parking lots should be screened from
view of adjacent properties with landscaping and
decorative fencing.

A.2.5

Vehicular access to a parking area should be provided
from an alley or side street, where feasible, not from a
primary shopping street.

A.2.6

Ground floor businesses are encouraged to permit access
for patrons from the parking areas located at the rear of
the building. Business signs and decorative lighting at this
entry should be oriented to the pedestrian.

A.2.7

Parking structures should be in harmony with the historic
nature of the Downtown. Access to parking structures
should minimize disruption to storefront continuity and
not conflict with pedestrian safety.
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High wall that extends a building façade
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A.3

Landscaping and Street Trees

Intent

Wilcox Street, 1925

Historical photographs show abundant street tree plantings
throughout downtown Castle Rock, especially on Wilcox Street.
Street trees placed at regular intervals are an integral part of the
character of the recent public improvements on Wilcox and Perry
Streets. Since trees are part of the streetscape, new developments
should incorporate street trees in the public sidewalk. Trees do
not need to be evenly spaced in rows along the street in order to
be effective but can be arranged in groupings in front of buildings
and parking areas. It is recommended that they be placed so as
not to obscure significant architectural features, awnings or signs.

Guidelines
A.3.1

Street trees should be provided in front of buildings
except where entrances, special architectural features or
storefronts require more exposure to the street.

A.3.2

The landscape character of the streetscape should be
extended into surface parking lots by introducing large
canopy trees.

A.3.3

New developments should provide for opportunities for
the installation of art in landscaped areas and in front of
buildings.

A.3.4

Adding color through the use of annual and perennial
plant material is encouraged. This can occur by using
potted plants in movable containers, which can be used
to define outdoor seating areas, entries, and to define
walkways.

A.3.5

Xeriscape landscaping concepts for water conservation
should be incorporated by utilizing low water use plant
material and organic mulches in landscaped areas.

A.3.6

All landscaping should be installed in conformity with the
Town’s line-of-sight regulations.

Street trees

Art plaza
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A.4

Mechanical Equipment and Service Areas

Intent

Service facilities should be unobtrusive and the location and
methods of screening for service access and mechanical
equipment should be carefully considered.

Guidelines
A.4.1

Service, loading and storage areas should be located out
of view of the primary shopping streets, and be screened
with fences or landscaping. Where feasible, service access
and loading areas should be accessible from alleys or from
parking lots located at the rear of buildings.

A.4.2

All service and loading areas should be screened from
adjacent residential uses by means of architectural
treatments, walls, or landscaping.

A.4.3

Attractive fences or walls should be used to screen
dumpsters and trash enclosures.

A.4.4

All roof-mounted equipment should be screened behind
parapets or by other means so that they are not visible
from any of the adjacent streets.
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B.

Building Design

New buildings should be compatible with the surrounding district
and existing historic buildings by respecting established patterns of
building orientation, style, massing, height and scale. New
developments should utilize complementary architectural features
and materials. Design elements and features should be used that
fit into the neighboring context. These include building heights,
architectural style, building form, the rhythm of building bays and
openings, details, materials, textures, and color. The goal is to
develop new buildings that respect the past but also allow for
individual buildings and businesses to present their unique image.
Applicants should refer to Castle Rock Style for information on
historic commercial architecture.
Another goal is the creation of pedestrian-friendly streets with
design elements such as display windows, awnings, canopies,
seating, and extending interior uses, such as dining, into the
sidewalk area. Façades of Downtown buildings should typically
have recessed ground level entries and large glass display
windows.

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN
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B.1

Mass and Scale

Intent
New development must be compatible in scale with the
surrounding buildings and respect the pedestrian-oriented nature
and village character of the Downtown. The mass, form and scale
should relate to the pedestrian scale of the street. Historically,
buildings were one and sometimes two stories in height, and the
goal is to balance this traditional lower scale with consideration to
establish a pattern for more efficient land use. New buildings
should be predominantly two and three stories in height.

Guidelines
B.1.1

A new development’s height and form should be
consistent with that of its neighboring buildings. Building
heights should range from one story to a 50-foot height
maximum in the Downtown.

B.1.2

Large buildings façades should be divided into modules
that reflect the average historic buildings’ width of 25 feet.
In addition, vertical and horizontal variations in façades
can add interest and definition to the building.

B.1.3

Floor-to-floor heights should be similar to those found in
the traditional buildings in the core.

B.1.4

Corner locations on a block are highly visible and should
be designed with visually prominent elements. The scale
and massing of corner buildings are very important and
taller feature elements are encouraged. Corner entryways
are encouraged, and alcoves, canopies, or other means of
shelter should be provided at corner intersections.

B.1.5

The third story of a building should be set back from the
façade of the first two stories in order to reduce the
apparent scale of the building.

21
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B.2 Architectural Detail
Intent

The details included in the building’s façade should contribute to
the richness of the Downtown’s architecture.

Guidelines

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

B.2.1

The proportions, forms and spacing of windows, doors
and other architectural elements should reflect the
characteristic proportions and spacing of existing façades
found in the Downtown. The size and proportion of
window and door openings should be similar to those
found on adjacent buildings in the Downtown.

B.2.2

New buildings should reflect the characteristic rhythm of
the façades along the street. In new development, it is
important to maintain storefront façades at the 20 to 40
foot width consistent with those traditionally found in the
Downtown. The average width of a façade is 25 feet.

B.2.3

Patterns and rhythms in the façade of the building can be
created with recessed windows, columns, ledges, changes
of materials, and other architectural features. Even though
contemporary interpretations of traditional windows are
encouraged, their basic scale and proportions should be
similar to those seen historically in the Downtown. For
example, windows that are vertically proportioned and a
certain size can be grouped together on different floors to
provide interest.

B.2.4

The size and scale of windows should be varied, where
appropriate, to define the base, middle and top of a
building. Sills and mullions can be used to continue and
emphasize a specific architectural style. Features such as
recessed windows, pilasters, definition of floor lines,
corner quoins, cornices, and parapets can be used to
create shadows and visual interest.

B.2.5

Clear, transparent windows should be used for all ground
floor retail uses.

B.2.6

The primary entrances to the building should be clearly
identified with a canopy or awning, change in roofline, or
treatments on the public sidewalk could also be used to
define the major entries.

B.2.7

Recessed entries to individual storefronts are encouraged
as it creates a transition from the sidewalk to the interior
of a commercial building. The recessed entry emphasizes
the entrance, increases window display area, and provides

22

a safe place for the entry door to open without extending
into the sidewalk area.
B.2.8

Setbacks and patio areas to allow for outdoor dining and
seating areas are encouraged.

23
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B.3

Building Materials and Color

Intent

The use of quality building materials for new development
reinforces the image and character of the Downtown. Particularly
on the ground floor of buildings, quality building materials convey
a sense of richness to the pedestrian environment.

Guidelines
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B.3.1

Materials and color should relate to historic precedents in
the Downtown, such as the warm colors of rhyolite and
brick, and the color used for the light fixtures of the public
improvements on Wilcox and Perry Streets.

B.3.2

Using subtle yet rich colors rather than intense, bright
colors is in keeping with the historical precedents in the
Downtown. Colors should be harmonious with those
colors found on adjacent buildings.

B.3.3

Quality materials promote a sense of permanence and are
encouraged. Building materials and texture on the ground
floor add to the pedestrian experience and quality finish
materials should be used. Compatible materials should be
used on all sides of a building.

B.3.4

Within a development, the materials, texture and color of
materials of the individual storefronts should be varied.
Contrasting colors for architectural details, awnings, and at
entrances should be used to create interesting
architectural features.

B.3.5

Parapets, banding, belt courses, pilasters, quoins, and
other types of architectural details in different materials
and colors should be incorporated to add visual interest.

B.3.6

Any material used in the public realm should be able to
be easily fixed or replicated.
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B.4

Awnings and Canopies

Intent

Old photographs of Wilcox Street show that awnings were a
traditional storefront feature of the Downtown. They serve as a
transition between the building, the sidewalk and the street,
helping visually unite them, and providing pedestrian scale to the
street. Awnings and canopies provide shelter and shade to
pedestrians and reduce glare. They can also provide a color
accent to a building and the opportunity for store identification.

Guidelines
B.4.1

The use of awnings is encouraged and awnings should fit
in proportion to the module of the individual storefront
rather than extending beyond a single bay. Awnings can
also be placed over entries to bring attention to them.

B.4.2

Canvas awnings can be either fixed, flat awnings or
retractable. Awnings provide the opportunity for a
colorful accent and should be compatible with the colors
of the building façade.

B.4.3

Awnings can be an attractive means for store identification
with graphics, emblems and store names. Backlit awnings
are discouraged.

B.4.4

Canopies can be either metal or glass and can be located
at the major entries to a building or over windows.

B.4.5

Large panelized products, such as standing seam metal,
are not appropriate for awnings or canopies.
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B.5

Roofs and Parapets

Intent

The tradition of simple rectangular building forms with strong
rooflines defined by cornices or parapets should be continued
throughout the Downtown core. The roofline, cornice and
parapet are important architectural features that should be
strongly defined on commercial buildings.

Guidelines
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B.5.1

The roof designs should relate to the pitch and shape of
roofs found in neighboring structures. Flat roofs behind a
parapet are typical in the commercial Downtown. In the
residential areas, roofs can be pitched and have gables,
dormers and other elements typical of the residential
character.

B.5.2

Parapets should be used to screen flat roofs and should be
designed as an architectural feature. A distinctive cornice
can be used to emphasize a varied roofline in the design
of a building.

B.5.3

Buildings at corners can have special roof shapes in order
to emphasize their corner location.

B.5.4

A varied roofline should be a strong design element
because it adds interest to a building’s silhouette. The
roofline should vary every 25 to 50 feet in order to
emulate the pattern of historic storefronts and break up
the visual mass of a large building.

B.5.5

Large panelized products, such as standing seam metal,
should be avoided for roofs.

26

B.6

Signs

Intent

Signs are an important element that can be an integral component
of the building. In the Downtown, pedestrian-oriented signs can
be fairly small, and the design and uniqueness of the sign can
relay the character of the store. Hanging signs perpendicular to
the building are attractive and easily read by pedestrians.

Guidelines
B.6.1

Hanging signs can use a wide variety of colors and icons
to create a unique Downtown character and are
encouraged.

B.6.2

Signs should have a minimum clearance of eight feet
above the sidewalk for public safety.

B.6.3

Signs should be incorporated into the architecture of the
building.

B.6.4

Internally illuminated signs are not appropriate for the
Downtown.
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B.7

Lighting

Intent

Exterior lighting can be used in a subtle manner to emphasize
distinctive architectural elements on a building, the building
entrances, and individual storefronts.

Guidelines
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B.7.1

Integrating lighting into a building can enhance the façade
and architectural features, and provide for the safety of
pedestrians, but should not result in glare and light spill.
Lighting can be used to accentuate columns, indentations
in the wall, pilasters, or other features on the façade.

B.7.2

Innovative and attractive light fixtures are encouraged.
These fixtures should fit the style of the building and
respect the Downtown character.

B.7.3

Pedestrian-oriented light fixtures should be incorporated
into the design of open spaces and should be
complementary to the existing light standards on the
sidewalks.

B.7.4

Decorative lights are encouraged in parking areas.
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II. GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATION OF
HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Recently the Downtown has become an area of increasing
redevelopment and infill. However, the core of the Downtown
has many interesting older buildings and these guidelines are
designed to encourage preservation of these historic buildings in
the Downtown. This section presents revised and updated
guidelines from the Downtown Design Guidelines (1994).

Overview of Preservation Principles
What are historically significant buildings?

Buildings that help to convey a sense of character of Downtown
Castle Rock as it was during its early years are historically
significant. These structures are typically at least fifty years old.
Some of the most important of these are Local Landmarks or are
identified on the Town’s register of historic properties.
Why preserve historically significant buildings?

Historic structures contribute to the distinct identity of Downtown
and help to convey a sense of “small town”. They contribute to
the “village” atmosphere that contributes to the quality of life in
Castle Rock.
What are “character defining features” of historic buildings?

Those building elements that convey the quality of a building as it
once was are its character defining features. A building’s form,
materials, window shapes, and ornamental details are all
character defining features.

Historic Styles of Downtown Castle Rock
The following historic styles are representative of buildings in
Downtown Castle Rock.
1. Commercial Buildings:
•

Stone vernacular commercial. Castle Rock has many
buildings clad in local rhyolite stone. These buildings
represent a unique and rich building character that helps
define Downtown Castle Rock, and all these buildings
should be preserved.
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•

Brick vernacular commercial. Many of these commercial
buildings are typically one story and have brick facades
with large display windows on the ground floor. These
buildings are considered to be a significant part of the
historic character of Downtown Castle Rock.

2. Residential Buildings:
Residential type buildings represent a significant number of
historic structures in the Downtown. Typically wood frame and
with a gable roof, these are set back from the street and have a
generous front yard. As the Town has grown, the commercial
uses of the Downtown have expanded into the once residential
neighborhoods and these structures have been adapted for
business use. These buildings add to the “village” image of the
Downtown.
3. Institutional Buildings:
The historic institutional buildings in Castle Rock have a unique
style and character. Typically clad in brick or stone, such as the
former High School, these buildings have a grand scale and often
are set back from the street. These buildings represent the
presence of the Town and County governments in Castle Rock,
adding to the character of the Town as the County seat.
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A.

Renovation Guidelines

Over the years, renovations have changed the appearance of
several of the older buildings. Appropriate renovations add to an
existing building and may not even be noticeable. Inappropriate
renovations hide the original façades and introduce materials that
are out of context for a particular building.

A.1

Façade Renovations

Intent

It is recommended that inappropriate renovations be removed
and that the original façades be restored.

Guidelines
A.1.1

The original size and shape of the storefront opening
should be maintained.
The large panes of glass that were a part of the original
storefront opening should be preserved, if possible. If the
storefront windows have been reduced in size over the
years, their original dimensions should be re-established.
The glass should fit within the original piers or columns.
These are essential parts of the design character that add
interest and should not be obscured. Clear, non-reflective
glass should be used for all display windows.

A.1.2

Storefronts should be maintained at the sidewalk edge for
commercial buildings.
Display windows adjacent to the sidewalk should be
preserved, where feasible, to define the pedestrian zone.
This is especially true if the building has historic
significance, because the original glass, frame and
columns may be intact.

A.1.3

Existing recessed entries should be maintained.
These recessed areas provide the pedestrian with
protection from the weather and they also help to define
business entrances.
Doors that are flush with the sidewalk should be avoided.
If the original recessed entry has been removed, it is
recommended to establish a new one. As a way of
emphasizing the entrance for customers, the business sign
can be centered over the door.
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A.1.4

The kickplate below the display window should be
maintained.
If the kickplate is missing, one option is to reconstruct the
original using old photographs as a guide. This feature
adds to the historic character of the buildings and
provides for a decorative color accent for the storefront.
The color of the kickplate should be coordinated with the
other façade elements. Appropriate materials are painted
wood or metal.

A.1.5

The size and shape of upper story windows should be
preserved.
Typical upper story windows are vertically oriented and
usually several are uniformly spaced along the building
front. The rhythm of upper story windows is a very
important unifying feature in the Downtown because it is
repeated on most buildings.
Window shades or curtains in colors that coordinate with
other accent trim are encouraged. If a lowered ceiling in
an upper story is necessary, the ceiling should be pulled
back from the window to maintain the original height at
the window.
Where upper story windows can be maintained, curtains
should be used that repeat colors used on first floor
awnings or trim. This is especially useful where upper
floors are vacant. In this way, the second story can
reinforce the color scheme of the business below.

A.1.6

Awnings can provide weather protection, a place for store
identification, create visual interest, and are encouraged
on storefronts.
Awnings have historically provided shade and shelter for
pedestrians and protected merchandise from sun damage.
They are a colorful accent to the building front that can be
changed periodically without great expense.
The awning should fit the dimensions of the storefront
opening, to emphasize these proportions.
Where
possible, awnings should not cover any historical
decorative ornamentation or transoms in the older
buildings. Retractable awnings should be considered to
avoid covering historic ornamentation.
The color of the awning should be coordinated with the
color scheme for the entire building. Canvas awnings are
encouraged and they may be fixed or retractable.
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On some buildings, horizontal metal canopies may be
appropriate, where there is historic precedence for their
being used on similar buildings. Metal awnings should be
avoided, except where they contribute to the historic
character of the building.
Materials such as wood, plastic or shingles are not
appropriate materials for canopies. Internally illuminated
awnings are discouraged.
A.1.7

The original ornament and detail of the façade should be
preserved.
Architectural details add interest to the Downtown and
contribute to the unique identity of older buildings.
Parapets, cornices and window arches are examples of
decorative elements found on many buildings in
Downtown Castle Rock.
Where portions of these details have been removed, refer
to photographic evidence of the earlier conditions. If any
details have been removed and stored, they can be used
as patterns for new or replacement details. Where exact
reconstruction of details is not feasible, a simplified
interpretation of the original, in which its major form and
line is retained, should be developed. Ornamental details
on earlier buildings were typically metal or masonry.
Wood or molded synthetic may be substituted as
replacements. Restoring ornamental cornices at the top of
the façade is strongly encouraged, because they provide a
“finished” look to the façade of a building.

A.1.8

The original façade materials or architectural details
should be preserved.
Brick and stone are historically dominant materials in the
Downtown. If the original material has been covered with
materials such as wood siding or face stone, these should
be removed, if feasible, to reveal the original finishes and
details. The original material is often the most durable
surface and if it is masonry, the texture of the wall will
contribute to the visual continuity of the block.
Replacement materials that are similar to the original
finish in color and texture should be used.

A.1.9

The brick or stone surfaces of a building should be
maintained in their original unpainted state, where
feasible.
Buildings were painted to protect poor quality brick or to
improve the appearance where brick was not matched. If
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it is clear that the paint is not historic, it should be
removed, providing that the masonry would not be
damaged. Abrasive techniques, such as sandblasting, will
damage the finish of the brick and should not be
considered.
If it is not possible to remove the paint
without damaging the masonry, it is best to re-paint the
surface in a compatible color. Painting or re-painting may
also be necessary if the brick has to be repaired and the
original color cannot be matched.
A.1.10 The original roof forms should be preserved.
Materials that obscure the historic rooflines are
discouraged. All existing cornices are to remain and any
cladding obstructing the cornices should be removed.
Cornices should be structurally stabilized unobtrusively.
Some buildings in the Downtown had very simple
building fronts with parapets extending above a flat roof.
Old photographs should be used to verify the original
design.
A.1.11 Horizontal features that can align with adjacent buildings
should be emphasized.
Horizontal moldings, windowsills and cornices should be
accented in façade designs.
A.1.12 Decorative lighting should be used to illuminate the
special architectural features of a building.
While display window lighting should be the dominant
lighting element, indirect lighting highlighting architectural
features of a building is encouraged.
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A.2

Additions

A.2.1

When adapting a residential structure to a commercial
use, the original character of the building should be
maintained.
The characteristics inherent in a residential building, such
as a sloping roofline, front porch, siding materials, or other
architectural element, should not be substantially changed
to accommodate a commercial use.

A.2.2

New building additions should be designed so as not to
alter or destroy any significant historic features. New
additions should be set back from the primary or front
façade in order to set them apart from the main building.

A.2.3

The new additions should be compatible in size and scale
with the main building.

A.2.4

An addition to a building can be recognized as a product
of its own time. Changes in material or color can subtly
differentiate an addition from the main building.
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III. MASTER PLAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES
The guidelines in this document are, in part, derived from the
following section of the 2020 Comprehensive Master Plan.
These principles and policies direct that the community should
portray a strong identity by emphasizing the importance of
historic preservation.

Community Character and Design Principles and Policies
Principle CC-1: Historic Preservation
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF OUR HERITAGE SHALL
OCCUR TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE, ENRICH
OUR COMMUNITY IDENTITY, AND PRESERVE OUR
SMALL TOWN ATMOSPHERE.
Policies:
CC-1.1 Development within the historic district will occur
in accordance with the local preservation ordinance and
Castle Rock Downtown design standards and guidelines.
CC-1.2 Continue to raise the awareness and appreciation
for historic preservation, and its value to the Town’s
community identity.
CC-1.3 Encourage citizens to apply for grants and other
historical preservation incentive programs that are
available through national, state and private sources.
CC-1.4 Encourage the preservation and enhancement of
key historic buildings and places in the community and
archeological resources.
CC-1.5 Utilize planning and design regulations to help
preserve historic areas.
CC-1.6 Encourage adaptive reuse for historic structures.
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3. COMMERCIAL OUTSIDE
OF DOWNTOWN
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3.

COMMERCIAL
OUTSIDE OF THE
DOWNTOWN

Overview
This section includes guidelines for all types of commercial and
office uses outside of the Downtown, ranging from small
neighborhood centers to shopping plazas with grocery stores or
big box retailers as the anchors. The goal of this section is to
present guidelines that enhance and strengthen the character of
the community and the specific neighborhood. For example, in
areas of the Town with distinctive qualities, new commercial
development should preserve these qualities and the character of
the surrounding neighborhood. New development should also
respect the existing topography; development should respond to
the unique terrain of Castle Rock by blending with the natural
shapes of the land.
It is important to break up the apparent mass and scale of large
retail structures so that this type of new development does not
detract from Castle Rock’s character, scale and sense of place.
Therefore, large-scale retail development should be integrated
with its surroundings by having a mix of sizes of structures, and
the design of the site and buildings should create a safe and
comfortable pedestrian scale environment. It is also important
that the visual impact of large areas of parking be reduced.
Goals
There are a series of desirable goals for the design of new
commercial developments in areas outside of the Downtown:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New developments are to be compatible with their site
context and the adjacent land uses;
It is preferred that buildings have a base, middle and top.
This can be achieved by material or color changes;
When viewed from all sides, buildings are to be designed
with “360 degree” architecture;
A design framework should build on the Town’s
architectural precedents, and convey the spirit of the Town’s
history;
Façades on adjacent buildings are to visually respect and
respond to each other;
Quality and durable materials are to be used; and
Pedestrian furniture is encouraged.
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The following are considered undesirable design elements and are
discouraged:
•
•
•
•

Large expanses of blank, flat wall surface;
Large expanses of parking and awkward pedestrian and
vehicle circulation patterns;
Highly reflective surfaces; and
Visible loading and storage areas.

Site designs with the placement of commercial and mixed-use
buildings in clusters, parking areas distributed throughout the site
and pedestrian pathways and amenities extended throughout the
site are encouraged.
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I. GUIDELINES FOR NEW BUILDINGS
A.

Site Design and Layout

A.1

Site Design

Intent

The goal of site planning is to take into consideration the
preservation of natural amenities, existing topography and
panoramic views within the scope of placing a building or project
on a site.

Guidelines
A.1.1

Development that is visible from, or adjacent to roads,
open space and residential areas should have welldesigned façades on all sides. This is considered a “360
degree” design treatment.

A.1.2

Buildings should be located along the perimeter of a
development with internal roadways and with parking
screened by buildings from the public roads. The
importance of spaces between buildings should be
recognized, and these spaces should have a planned and
useful shape and not simply be left over areas.

A.1.3

Development should relate to the site’s setting,
considering impacts and enhancements to natural features
and important view corridors.

A.1.4

Developments should be designed to be sensitive to and
incorporate the existing grade. Buildings should be
designed to take up grade transitions. Where this cannot
occur, stepped retaining walls with landscaping should be
used. Retaining walls should be distributed throughout
the site rather than be designed as high perimeter walls.

A.1.5

Parking should be screened from adjacent roadways.

A.1.6

Orientation of new buildings should consider adjacent
buildings.

A.1.7

Buildings, which are placed immediately adjacent to the
sidewalk, should promote visibility and pedestrian
orientation with plazas, outside dining or other pedestrian
areas.

A.1.8

A sense of entry should be created into the development
by using signage and landscaping.
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A.1.9
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Where the rear elevation of buildings is visible across
streets or alleys from residential lots, the architectural
treatment should enliven the façade and all loading and
trash areas are to be screened.
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A.2

Parking

Intent

The visual impact of large parking areas should be reduced. The
design of parking lots should safely and attractively serve the
pedestrian.

Guidelines
A.2.1

Parking lots are encouraged to provide a well-defined
pedestrian circulation system within the site. Protected
pedestrian walkways should directly link to entrances and
the internal circulation of the buildings and to parking
areas, and also to other buildings.

A.2.2

Trees, shrubs and ground covers should be used in islands
to break up large expanses of paving and provide shade.
Water-efficient landscaping is to be used.

A.2.3

Commercial developments, where possible, are
encouraged to provide vehicular access to adjoining
properties or development in order to provide
connectivity between projects.

A.2.4

A commercial development should provide pedestrian
access throughout the site by linking to adjacent
sidewalks, pathways, or transit stops.

A.2.5

Parking areas should be separated from buildings by either
walkways or landscaped strips, preferably both. Head-in
parking spaces that are directly in front of a building are
generally discouraged. However, parking with head-in
orientation is acceptable where it can be shown that the
sidewalks are sufficiently wide to create a pleasant
pedestrian area, the parking layout assists in reducing
traffic speeds yet does not produce hazardous situations,
and the overall character is beneficial to the pedestrian.

A.2.6

Shared parking between adjacent businesses and/or
developments is encouraged, where practical.
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Example of a sidewalk traversing a parking lot
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B.

Building Design

B.1

Mass and Scale

Intent

Building mass can be defined as the building’s volume or bulk and
is usually used in reference to large structures. New buildings and
renovations are encouraged to promote pedestrian orientation
and appropriate scale. The following guidelines propose ways to
break up building mass and encourage compatibility between
large and small developments and differing land uses.

Guidelines
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B.1.1

Variation in the building façade by vertical or horizontal
articulation, window and entry variations, patios, plazas or
other landscaped pedestrian areas is encouraged. Strong
vertical elements such as windows, pilasters, columns,
stairs, and towers should be used to identify individual
commercial spaces.

B.1.2

Large volumes or planes should be broken up into smaller
ones in order to reduce the visual scale of a building. The
mass of a building should be varied in form or divided to
emphasize the various interior building functions.

B.1.3

Where practical, gradual transitions in height from
adjacent, less intensive land uses, especially residential
development, to the maximum height of the new
development are desirable.

B.1.4

The sidewalk in front of a building should be designed
with elements that create a pedestrian friendly
environment. Design elements should be used to visually
reduce the mass of the building.

B.1.5

Variations in roofline and building height can effectively
break up massing and provide visual interest. The upper
stories of a building should be distinguished by using
offsets or changes of material.
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B.2

Architectural Detail

Intent

The details included in the building façade should assist in
reducing the visual scale of a large building.

Guidelines
B.2.1 The primary entrance of a building or store should have a
clearly defined, visible entrance with distinguishing
features such as a canopy, portico or other prominent
element of the architectural design.
B.2.2 Buildings should have their primary orientation toward the
street rather than the parking area. Where possible, the
building façade should be located close to a street and
sidewalk area. Parking areas should be designed so as to
link the buildings they serve to adjacent street sidewalk or
other pedestrian systems, and to give the impression of
buildings as an extension of the pedestrian environment.
This can be accomplished by using design features such as
walkways with enhanced paving, trellis structures, or
landscaping treatment.
B.2.3 Each building should have a well-designed base, middle
and top. Architectural detailing or a change of materials
or color at the ground level may be used to create the
base. The different parts of a building’s façade should be
emphasized by use of color, arrangement of façade
elements, or a change of materials.
B.2.4 Where applicable, the design of decked parking and
parking structures should be integrated with surrounding
development in order to create a continuous, attractive
streetscape.
B.2.5 Trash storage areas, mechanical equipment and similar
areas should not be visible from the street.
B.2.6

Loading docks should be screened so as not to be visible
from the street, and should not be accessed directly from
the street.
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B.3

Building Materials and Color

Intent

Quality, durable materials are encouraged.

Guidelines
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B.3.1

Light to medium intensity colors with low reflectivity are
preferred as the background building color. Brighter
colors may be used for accents, trim or highlighting
architectural features. The warm, subdued hues of
natural, earth colors are encouraged.

B.3.2

Color can be used to impact the scale of a building by
highlighting various architectural elements.

B.3.3

Materials such as stone, brick, precast concrete, cast stone
and architectural metals can be combined to enrich the
appearance of a building and highlight architectural
features.

B.3.4

Signage and awnings, which are color coordinated, can be
used to introduce brighter, more intense colors.

B.3.5

Large areas of white or cool grays, and reflective glass
curtain wall systems are discouraged.

B.3.6

Bright corporate colors should be limited in use to
signage.

46

B.4

Roofs

Intent:

Rooflines should be varied to add visual interest in large buildings.

Guidelines
B.4.1

Variations in rooflines can include gables, dormers and
well-defined parapets. Offsets in the roofline break up
the mass of the roof and are encouraged.

B.4.2

Roof overhangs at pedestrian entries provide protection
for shoppers and are encouraged.

B.4.3

Roofing materials should be of a color and material
consistent with the architectural character of the building
and should convey a sense of permanence and quality.

B.4.4

Roof-mounted mechanical equipment should be
concealed from public view on all sides by screening in a
manner consistent with the character of the building.
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B.5

Lighting

Intent:

Decorative and functional lighting should be compatible with the
building design and should enhance the design and safety of the
site.

Guideline
B.5.1

The style and placement of exterior accent lighting should
enhance the building’s architectural elements such as
entry features, pilasters, columns, and landscaping.

B.6

Walls and Fences

Intent

Walls, fences and retaining walls viewed from the street or parking
lots should be designed to blend with the building.

Guidelines
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B.6.1

A wall design which provides frequent offsets along large
expanses of wall provides interest and is encouraged.

B.6.2

Landscape pockets along long walls or fences are
encouraged. These should be a design element that is
repeated frequently along the length of a wall.

B.6.3

In order to soften the visual appearance of walls
comprised of two or more retaining walls, landscaping
should be used at the base, the terrace between walls,
and at the top of a retaining wall.

B.6.4

To soften the appearance of long retaining walls, trees or
shrubs should be planted in indentations in the wall or
landscaped areas in front of the wall.

B.6.5

Retaining walls should be designed to blend in with the
adjacent buildings or structures.

B.6.6

Large expanses of blank retaining walls are to be avoided.
Variations in the color of the wall, materials and
landscaping are all to be used, singly or in combination, to
improve the appearance of a wall.

B.6.7

A decorative cap, railing or some similar element should
be placed at the top of a retaining wall.
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II. MASTER PLAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES
The guidelines in this section are, in part, derived from the
following sections of the 2020 Comprehensive Master Plan.
These principles and policies direct that the design of large
commercial, retail and mixed-use developments outside of the
Downtown be compatible with the character, scale and sense of
place of the surrounding neighborhoods.

Commercial and Industrial Principles and Policies
Principle LU-5: Adequate Commercial and Industrial
Development
ADEQUATE
COMMERCIAL
AND
INDUSTRIAL
FACILITIES AND SERVICES WILL BE PROVIDED TO
MEET THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY AND
SURROUNDING AREAS.
Policies:
LU-5.1 Encourage the distribution of a full range of retail,
service and office uses throughout the Town. These may
include convenience, neighborhood, community, and
regional commercial centers, to satisfy the needs of
people who live and work in Castle Rock, as well as
travelers and visitors.
LU-5.2 Commercial and Industrial development should
be located according to access, availability of services,
parcel size and development suitability and proximity to
the markets being served.
LU-5.3 Encourage the location of commercial and
industrial uses where adequate transportation facilities
exist, or are planned, to accommodate the activities
expected on the site. The lowest intensity uses may be
considered along collector streets, moderate intensity uses
along collectors and arterials, and the highest intensity
uses along arterials and areas easily accessible by the I-25
corridor.
LU-5.4 Require adequate public services, including
water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, fire and police
protection be provided to meet the requirements of each
commercial or industrial facility.
LU-5.5 Ensure that commercial and industrial
development occurs on parcels large enough to
accommodate not only the primary use and structures,
but also the necessary access, parking, landscaping and
buffering areas.
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LU-5.6 Require that development is sensitive to the
physical site characteristics, amenities and constraints.
LU-5.7 Encourage commercial and industrial uses to
locate in areas that can be accessed by their intended
markets without undue impacts on surrounding areas.
Neighborhood centers should be located within, or close
to, residential neighborhoods. Community or regional
development should be located outside of residential
areas.
LU-5.8 Concentrate commercial and office uses that
serve the region and the overall Town where there is the
greatest level of accessibility and urban services available.
LU-5.9
Encourage the development of office and
industrial buildings in a planned, integrated office
technology campus environment and industrial parks.
Principle LU-6: Compatible Development
NEW AND REDEVELOPED COMMERCIAL AND
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT WILL BE COMPATIBLE
WITH ADJACENT USES WHICH WILL MINIMIZE
IMPACTS AND ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF THE
DEVELOPMENT.
Policies:
LU-6.1 Encourage the development of commercial and
industrial uses that can be integrated with the existing uses
and would not create unacceptable nuisances due to the
nature of the use of activity.
LU-6.2 Carefully evaluate all commercial and industrial
development in terms of building scale, height, setbacks,
architectural treatment, construction materials, layout,
landscaping and signage.
LU-6.3
Encourage commercial and industrial
development to coordinate with adjacent sites for
common access points, unified architectural design and
signage.
LU-6.4 Promote multi-modal access to commercial and
retail uses.
LU-6.5 Require new developments to provide safe and
convenient vehicular and non-vehicular access from
nearby areas.
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Community Character and Design Principles and Policies
Principle CC-2: Community Design Elements
THOUGHTFUL DESIGN SHALL INVOLVE ALL ASPECTS
OF OUR COMMUNITY IMAGE AND ENVIRONMENT.
Policies:
CC-2.1 Encourage continuity, where appropriate, or
significant site and/or design elements (access, scale,
architecture, landscaping) when considering a proposed
development in relation to the community and
neighboring properties.
CC-2.2 Design Guidelines shall focus on promoting
compatible mixed uses with environmentally sensitive
design concepts and techniques.
CC-2.3 Encourage streetscape design that demonstrates a
logical sense of street hierarchy, create a sense of focus
and enclosure, are responsive to natural features, and
provide for pedestrian safety and amenities.
CC-2.4 Encourage developers to design streetscaping
oriented to the pedestrian, such as sidewalks, lighting,
street furniture and trees.
CC-2.5 Design public spaces, such as plazas, civic
buildings, outdoor spaces, parks, and gateway landscapes,
to be functional, accessible, attractive, safe and
comfortable.
CC-2.6 Encourage the elements of development are
balanced with the natural characteristics of the
environment.
CC-2.7 A cohesive, connected Town framework shall be
provided through necessary automobile, pedestrian, and
bicycle linkages between the Town’s major planned
developments, downtown and other business areas, and
recreational activity centers.
CC-2.8 Promote the concept of individual planned
developments, but maintain a sense of belonging and
connection to Castle Rock.
CC-2.9 New development that is adjacent to Plum Creek,
Sellers Creek and other similar creeks, should be designed
and landscaped so as to enhance the appearance of these
visual assets.
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CC-2.10 New development located along highly visible
corridors or that is within highly visible areas, should be
designed and landscaped in a manner that will
complement and visually improve the amenities of the
area or corridor.
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4. INDUSTRIAL
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4. INDUSTRIAL
Overview
Well-designed and attractive industrial centers are the product of
blending economic realities with both functional and aesthetic
desires. These design guidelines recognize that different areas of
the Town serve different purposes, therefore district-oriented
guidelines need to acknowledge economic realities to guide the
growth of existing and future industrial centers.
Aesthetic objectives for the site and building architecture and a
successful business outcome should not be considered mutually
exclusive. The guidelines are not intended to overburden
prospective developments with significant additional building and
landscaping costs, but to define a consistent standard of
architectural and site design which ensures long-term, quality
developments.
These guidelines emphasize environmental
compatibility with aesthetically pleasing and cost-effective
building design and site layout.
Aesthetic concepts, as identified through these design guidelines,
should be incorporated into private development plans early in
the review process. In Castle Rock, it is clear that there is one
element that can have a major impact on the appearance of an
industrial center, and that is the landscaping and site design of
both the public streets and the private sites.
Industrial areas are comprised of a variety of building use types.
In Castle Rock, it can be expected that light industrial uses will
locate in areas together with office uses. The market can be
defined with several different forms of industrial uses, each with
specific requirements for a building form and site area layout.
Warehousing and distribution buildings typically have twenty-four
foot and higher interior clearances for warehousing functions.
Warehousing and distribution buildings require good access to
freeway systems. Typically, these buildings, due to the nature of
their warehousing use, are highly sensitive to facility costs and
tend to be the cheapest to construct. These large buildings
usually have a very small percentage of space dedicated to office
use.
Flex space buildings blend office and showroom uses with storage
areas, and loading facilities are located at the rear of the building.
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Several buildings can be clustered around a delivery courtyard so
that the loading area is almost hidden.
Value office buildings are able to offer lower lease rates to their
tenants due to cost-efficient design and construction methods.
The design of these buildings can cover a wide variety of building
forms with a range of finish materials.
Goals
The goals of design guidelines for industrial centers in Castle Rock
are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recognize the balance required to provide attractive sites
and buildings while maximizing the economic benefit to
new industrial development;
Provide an attractive business environment for companies,
which can in turn, attract new businesses;
Establish industrial and business center environments with
a cohesive, identifiable image;
Create attractive industrial areas with site amenities for
employees;
Encourage use of quality materials and architectural
design;
Encourage individual sites in an industrial center to
develop their distinct corporate identity through building
architecture; and
Encourage the use of Xeriscape and native landscaping as
an important approach in the design of an industrial
center to conserve valuable water resources.

The following elements are considered desirable design elements
and are encouraged:
•
•
•

Parking not visually dominant from the street;
Landscaped buffer areas between the building and the
street;
Buildings that have windows (real or spandrel) or
interesting architecture features and detailing, if
economically feasible.

The following are considered undesirable design elements and are
discouraged:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Expanses of unscreened parking in front of buildings;
No pedestrian walkway system;
Limited or no landscaping;
Buildings with no windows;
Corrugated metal siding as the predominant material; and
Unscreened storage areas.
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Design Considerations
Industrial areas should be developed with a comprehensive
master plan that establishes a specific unified and distinctive
image. Four design considerations have been identified as very
important in the design and development of an industrial center
in Castle Rock.
1. Edge of the Industrial Center
The immediate first impression of high quality for an industrial
and employment center is very important not only for the owners
and the companies located in the center, but equally important
for the surrounding land uses. A quality development will set a
precedent and influence any future development proposals on
the surrounding lands. Views into the site should be attractive
and various methods are to be used to screen unattractive views.
2. Industrial Center Gateways
Identity features, such as signage and landscaping, should be
complementary to the image and style of the center. These
signature features should be of an appropriate scale at the
entryways. The entryways are to be planted with plant material
consistent for the theme of the area, ranging from ornamental to
native plant species. Lighting should also be utilized.
3. Industrial Center Streetscape
The preferred image is to be of buildings settled onto landscaped
sites. Landscaping is extremely useful to soften the visual
appearance of an area, and with maturity, large trees provide
screening, shade and attractive natural features. Arranging plant
material in hydrozones, or zones of similar water requirements,
and using a variety of irrigation methods can create attractive yet
water-efficient landscapes.
If the site permits, parking located between the road and the front
of a building is to be limited to visitor parking. Most of the
parking should be located at the side and rear of buildings.
Service areas should be at the rear of buildings and be screened
from view.
Public sidewalks are an integral and important element in an
industrial center. The area between the sidewalk and the parking
lots can include landscaped berms to soften and screen the
buildings.
Signage, including corporate, tenant and traffic signage, is also an
important element and should be incorporated into attractive
monument signs. Landscaping adjacent to these signs creates
attractive entry features to individual developments.
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4. Industrial Building Architecture
One of major challenges in the design of industrial buildings is the
difference in use, scale and construction of the office portion and
the plant portion of a building or buildings. The scale and
massing of a building will vary depending on the building’s use
and the size of the site. Both office and industrial portions of a
building should be unified by the architectural design or theme. If
this is not possible, the office portion should be designed as an
architectural focal point with the plant architecture designed as a
neutral background.
The architecture of buildings on corner lots and end view lots is
very important due to views along major sight lines and roadways.
These important sites can enhance the image of a quality center
by emphasizing key architectural elements of the building or
landscape.
Within the industrial center, quality buildings are encouraged with
manufactured or natural stone, precast concrete, architectural
metals, and glazing as preferred materials.

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

58

I. GUIDELINES FOR NEW BUILDINGS
A.

Site Design and Layout

A.1

Site Design

Intent

Orient buildings so that existing landforms and site features are
enhanced, the relationships between buildings are strengthened
and pedestrian and vehicular circulation is facilitated.

Guidelines
A.1.1

On-site natural features and vegetation should be
protected and open space amenities should be protected
and featured, wherever possible.

A.1.2

Transitions in height from adjacent, less intensive land
uses, especially residential development, to the maximum
height of the new development are highly desirable.

A.1.3

If there is more than one building on a site, buildings
should be grouped around a central delivery courtyard so
that loading operations are screened from view.

A.1.4

Accessory structures and storage areas should be located
well away from the public right-of-way and be screened.

A.1.5

Building entrances should be oriented towards the
primary access street.

A.1.6

Pedestrian walkways from the public sidewalk to the main
building entrance should be provided.

A.1.7

Wherever possible, automobile and truck access drives
should be separated. Pedestrian and vehicular access to
and from sites and their relationship to adjacent sites
should be planned for in the design of a project.

A.1.8

All service areas should be screened from view from the
streets either by the buildings or with landscape screening
and/or berming, and should be located at the sides or
behind the main buildings.

A.1.9

Outdoor storage should be located in rear yards and
screened with a combination of landscaping, berming or
fencing so as not to be visible from the street or any
adjacent different land use, such as residential,
commercial, schools, or churches.
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A.1.10 Where fencing of a property is required along a front
property line or exterior side yard property line, it should
be located behind or integrated with the landscape buffer.
A.1.11 With low points on the site typically close to the street
edge, the appearance of the detention areas should be
carefully considered. Landscaping should extend to the
edge of the detention areas. Wherever possible, there
should be shared detention areas or larger regional
detention areas.
A.1.12 Wherever possible, large-scale parking areas for a building
or buildings should not be located between the building
front and the street. The preferred parking configuration
is to have visitor parking between the front property line
and the building façade. Employee parking should be
located at the side or rear of a building.
A.1.13 Lighting of the development should complement the
building design. Floodlights can be incorporated into the
design of the building façade and should be cut-off
fixtures with reduced glare.
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A.2

Landscape Design

The quality of site landscaping is a major contributor to the image
of a quality industrial center. Whether the landscape theme
focuses on using native or ornamental plants, it is desirable that
landscape themes complement the adjacent sites’ landscaping.
Trees and shrubs should be grouped to frame the façade of the
building and be used to screen parking areas. Site grading should
complement the landscaping, especially through the use of berms.
Foundation planting that softens the building base, and responds
to any articulation in the façade, and focuses attention on the
entrance and the office portion of the building, is encouraged.

Intent

Use predominantly native and low water use plant material. The
emphasis should be on Xeriscape landscaping.

Guidelines
A.2.1

Plants and landscape material with colors that are
compatible with the theme of the industrial center should
be used. Coniferous trees, such as Ponderosa pines,
provide screening, soften the appearance of the buildings
and are encouraged.

A.2.2

Landscape planting adjacent to the gateway entries should
be designed to complement any industrial center identity
features. Entryways should be designed and planted with
either ornamental or native plant material, depending on
the theme of the industrial center or project.

A.2.3

Landscaping should be grouped in zones rather than
randomly dispersed throughout the site. These zones
could include entryways, corners, buffer zones, and
locations to frame the building or accent the architecture.

A.2.4

The planting of shade trees in parking lot islands is
encouraged.

A.2.5

Landscape screens can be a combination of berms and
plant materials and should be thickly planted so as to
obscure undesirable views.

A.2.6

All permanent external signage should be designed and
located in the landscape so as to be compatible with the
building design and scale.
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B.

Building Design

Attractive and distinctive designs are encouraged for buildings
with the character, style, materials, and scale of buildings
complementary with adjacent land uses and buildings. Buildings
with a monolithic appearance are generally discouraged.
However, façades can have vertical and horizontal articulation,
architectural detailing, and changes in material and color to create
architectural interest.
Due to the large size of industrial buildings, the relationship
between the office portion and plant section should be carefully
considered. Windows should be used wherever possible, and the
office portion of the building should have a unified design
treatment with the plant portion. Where a unified approach to
the entire building design is not possible, the office portion could
have an architectural design that is featured against a backdrop of
a neutral plant building.
Buildings at priority locations are encouraged to have special
design attention focused on their architecture, massing, building
materials, and landscaping.
These high visibility locations
contribute greatly to the image of the industrial center both from
external vantage points and internally as a part of the visitor’s
passage through the center. Priority lots can be designated as
gateways locations, corner sites and end view sites.
The design of buildings on corner sites is encouraged to
emphasize the elevations facing the streets. Where buildings are
located on corner lots, consideration should be given to the
exposed exterior sidewalls visible from the street. These side
elevations should incorporate design features to provide some
architectural interest.
End view sites occur at intersections or curves in the street where
the views in the streetscape focus onto them. These sites are
encouraged to provide enhanced architectural façade design.
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B.1

Architectural Detail

Intent
Industrial buildings should be designed with a variety of
architectural elements that contribute to the overall character of
the industrial center and also provide distinct elements that
reduce the building’s bulk and provide visual interest.

Guidelines
B.1.1

All rooftop mechanical equipment should be screened on
all sides by means of an extended parapet wall, a
freestanding screen, or otherwise disguised.

B.1.2

Entrances should be clearly defined with canopies,
porticoes, variations in the parapet design, color elements,
change of building materials, or another form of
architectural detail.

B.1.3

The office component should be differentiated or featured
in the design by use of glazing, materials, or color.

B.1.4

Precast concrete panels should have patterns and reveals
to provide visual interest.

B.1.5

A palette of colors that reflects the green, browns, muted
reds and pinks of the native Castle Rock landscape is
preferred.

B.1.6

Visible roof surfaces should have colors that blend with
the buildings and the surrounding landscape, and do not
stand out.
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II. MASTER PLAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES
The guidelines in this document are, in part, derived from the
following section of the 2020 Comprehensive Master Plan.
These principles and policies direct that the community should
emphasize that large-scale industrial buildings be integrated into
their surroundings.

Commercial and Industrial Principles and Policies
Principle LU-5: Adequate Commercial and Industrial
Development
ADEQUATE
COMMERCIAL
AND
INDUSTRIAL
FACILITIES AND SERVICES WILL BE PROVIDED TO
MEET THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY AND
SURROUNDING AREAS.
Policies:
LU-5.1 Encourage the distribution of a full range of retail,
service and office uses throughout the Town. These may
include convenience, neighborhood, community, and
regional commercial centers, to satisfy the needs of
people who live and work in Castle Rock, as well as
travelers and visitors.
LU-5.2 Commercial and Industrial development should
be located according to access, availability of services,
parcel size and development suitability and proximity to
the markets being served.
LU-5.3 Encourage the location of commercial and
industrial uses where adequate transportation facilities
exist, or are planned, to accommodate the activities
expected on the site. The lowest intensity uses may be
considered along collector streets, moderate intensity uses
along collectors and arterials, and the highest intensity
uses along arterials and areas easily accessible by the I-25
corridor.
LU-5.4 Require adequate public services, including
water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, fire and police
protection be provided to meet the requirements of each
commercial or industrial facility.
LU-5.5 Ensure that commercial and industrial
development occurs on parcels large enough to
accommodate not only the primary use and structures,
but also the necessary access, parking, landscaping and
buffering areas.
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LU-5.6 Require that development is sensitive to the
physical site characteristics, amenities and constraints.
LU-5.7 Encourage commercial and industrial uses to
locate in areas that can be accessed by their intended
markets without undue impacts on surrounding areas.
Neighborhood centers should be located within, or close
to, residential neighborhoods. Community or regional
development should be located outside of residential
areas.
LU-5.8 Concentrate commercial and office uses that
serve the region and the overall Town where there is the
greatest level of accessibility and urban services available.
LU-5.9
Encourage the development of office and
industrial buildings in a planned, integrated office
technology campus environment and industrial parks.
Principle LU-6: Compatible Development
NEW AND REDEVELOPED COMMERCIAL AND
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT WILL BE COMPATIBLE
WITH ADJACENT USES WHICH WILL MINIMIZE
IMPACTS AND ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF THE
DEVELOPMENT.
Policies:
LU-6.1 Encourage the development of commercial and
industrial uses that can be integrated with the existing uses
and would not create unacceptable nuisances due to the
nature of the use of activity.
LU-6.2 Carefully evaluate all commercial and industrial
development in terms of building scale, height, setbacks,
architectural treatment, construction materials, layout,
landscaping and signage.
LU-6.3
Encourage commercial and industrial
development to coordinate with adjacent sites for
common access points, unified architectural design and
signage.
LU-6.4 Promote multi-modal access to commercial and
retail uses.
LU-6.5 Require new developments to provide safe and
convenient vehicular and non-vehicular access from
nearby areas.
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5. RESIDENTIAL
I. MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
Multi-family housing can cover a variety of forms and project
scales, and these guidelines establish criteria for the design of
residential projects in new subdivisions and infill multi-family
projects. Infill housing should be of a similar scale, design and
orientation as the existing structures in a neighborhood. If new
multi-family subdivisions are contiguous to the existing
neighborhoods, the new subdivisions should be planned with
extensions of the existing community’s patterns of streets, trails
and parks. Over time, the pattern for multi-family residential
development in Castle Rock has typically taken the form of
distinct clusters of development. However, the goal is to provide
vehicular and pedestrian connections between all neighborhoods.
The primary goals for multi-family design guidelines for new
construction are to:
•
•
•

•
•

Preserve the existing topography and preserve larger
stands of plant material as natural features in the
residential area;
Encourage quality architectural design where the massing
and design elements create a well-proportioned building
form and promote an overall architectural concept;
Build multi-family housing that looks more like large
houses. This includes gable-facing rooflines, façade shifts,
varied colors, quality materials, and locating parking in
areas where it is not visible from the street;
Allow for a variety of open space in new developments,
including courtyards and usable open space; and
Create attractive, walkable streetscapes for the pedestrian.
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1. Infill Housing in Traditional Neighborhoods
The following guidelines relate to infill housing in existing
neighborhoods in Castle Rock.

A.

Site Design and Layout

A.1

Site Design

Intent

The transition between single family and multi-family residential
uses in traditional and historic neighborhoods requires considering
the massing and height of the new buildings and the design of
public and private spaces.

Guidelines
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A.1.1

The primary entrances for the units should be located
towards the street and should be clearly defined.

A.1.2

The depth of front yards should be consistent with those
in the adjacent residential areas. Smaller sized infill
projects should have compatible setbacks to those of their
adjacent neighbors. However, it may be desirable for
larger projects to have differing setbacks within the project
and from their neighbors.

A.1.3

The development areas and streets should be considered
and planned as extensions of the adjacent community’s
patterns of streets, trails and open spaces, where feasible.

A.1.4

Where possible, access to parking should occur from
alleys. Parking areas should be located at the rear of the
lot. Garages should be incorporated into the design of the
housing, or be incorporated at the rear of the lot.

A.1.5

If driveways are required from the street to access garages,
consider using wheel-well (“Hollywood”) driveways with
plantings that soften the visual impact of the driveways.
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A.2

Landscaping

Intent:

Within multi-family projects, the landscaping of common areas
and front yards enhances the residential character of the project.

Guidelines
A.2.1

Provide for regularly spaced street trees along streetscapes
to extend the existing community character.

A.2.2

Xeriscape landscaping concepts should be incorporated
by utilizing low water use plant material and organic
mulches in landscaped areas.
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B.

Building Design

B.1

Mass and Scale

Intent

The massing and scale of new infill development should be of
complementary height, massing and form to existing residential
buildings.

Guidelines
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B.1.1

The width of a residential unit in a building on an infill site
should not exceed the width of residential structures on
neighboring lots.

B.1.2

The architectural form, mass and scale should be similar
to or not appear out of character, to the buildings that are
typical of the neighborhood.

B.1.3

Large buildings should be divided into small modules of
similar size to the traditional houses seen in the
neighborhood.

B.1.4

The finished floor heights should be within the range that
is typical for the neighborhood.

B.1.5

The building roof forms should be similar to those seen in
the neighborhood.
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B.2

Architectural Detail

Intent

Characteristic elements found in traditional Castle Rock
neighborhoods should be incorporated into the design of the infill
projects. These include architectural details as well as building
materials. These details are illustrated in the Town publication
Castle Rock Style (1996).

Guidelines
B.2.1

New infill development should have a comprehensive
architectural theme that includes the building form, siding
materials, material colors, window proportions, roof
forms, and other building elements which combine to
create a pleasing whole.

B.2.2

Some elements, such as traditional patterns for windows
and doors, should reflect the scale and patterns found in
the neighborhood.

B.2.3

A mix of building materials, both traditional and new, can
blend the new project into the neighborhood, yet add
new character.
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2. Multi-Family Housing in New Subdivisions
New multi-family projects should be visually and functionally
integrated as part of the neighborhood and community.

A.

Site Design and Layout

New developments should respect the site’s topography, and
create a site design that integrates the buildings’ forms onto the
site, and provides an attractive and comfortable living
environment for its residents. Functional communal spaces
should be incorporated for residents to interact and enjoy
recreational opportunities.

A.1

Vehicular and Pedestrian Circulation

Intent

The internal circulation system should safely convey vehicles
through the site while minimizing conflicts with pedestrians.

Guidelines
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A.1.1

The entrances and drive aisles within a multi-family
housing development should create a positive image for
the development. The entry should be framed by
landscaping.

A.1.2

Residential buildings should frame the gateways and
entrances to the project and should cluster around and
define the common open spaces. Mixed-use buildings
can also be used to frame gateways, such as would be the
case in TNDs.

A.1.3

Sidewalks should extend from the public street into the
project to create a walkable neighborhood for the
pedestrian.

A.1.4

A convenient and continuous system of walkways that
connect the residential outdoor spaces and tie these
spaces together with the public sidewalks should be
provided.

A.1.5

Parking areas should be visually unobtrusive and not
detract from the attractiveness of common areas.

A.1.6

Long, continuous rows of parked cars or parking garages
are not desirable. Parking should be dispersed around the
site in parking courts and in garages internal to the
buildings. In the case of TNDs, parking can be centrally
located and bounded by buildings.
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A.1.7

Gateway treatments should be used at the entrances to
developments.

A.2

Common Areas

Intent

The common areas are the visual and recreational open spaces in
multi-family residential developments and should provide
functional recreational areas for the use of all residents.

Guidelines
A.2.1

Multi-family development should provide both common
and private open space areas. The common open space
area should be centrally located, and large areas of open
space are preferable to a series of small, isolated spaces.

A.2.2

Play spaces for children are encouraged and should be
located in safe areas where the children can be observed.

A.2.3

The common open space areas should be central to the
project, and be of an appropriate size for passive and
some active recreational pursuits.

A.2.4

The design, landscaping and character of the common
open space areas should enhance the sense of community
in a development. Outdoor furnishings, seating walls,
plants and other amenities should be incorporated to
distinguish these spaces.

A.2.5

Canopy trees should be dispersed throughout the site to
convey a sense of maturity to the project and to provide
shade.
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B.

Building Design

The design of new multi-family projects should convey a sense of
quality and utilize design characteristics, styles and materials that
reflect the character of Castle Rock.

B.1

Mass and Scale

Intent

Multi-family housing should incorporate a variety of different
building forms within one project. Replicating one or a limited
number of building forms and footprints on a site is discouraged.
A residential building should clearly convey its functions and
multi-family housing that looks similar to large houses is
encouraged.

Guidelines
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B.1.1

There should be a unifying architectural theme for the
project, utilizing a common vocabulary of architectural
forms, elements, materials and colors around the entire
structure.

B.1.2

With large buildings, the height of the building should be
reduced at both ends to reduce the overall impression of
size. In TND neighborhoods, the massing of the building
may require a more traditional, continuous mass form.

B.1.3

Where multi-family residential developments are adjacent
to single family neighborhoods, the building massing
adjacent to the lower density use should reflect the lower
building scale, especially along the development edges
and streetscapes.

B.1.4

The building forms should include façade shifts and
articulation, varied materials and colors, and other
changes in order to avoid mirror-image duplications of the
same building or ends of the same building.

B.1.5

Three-dimensional elements, such as balconies, bay
windows, dormers, and chimneys should be incorporated
to provide dimensional elements on a façade.

B.1.6

Roof forms should not consist of long unbroken ridgelines,
but should include variations in roof heights and wall
planes, with elements such as gables.

B.1.7

Trash enclosures should be designed to be integrated into
the building forms or should use opaque screening
materials.
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B.2

Materials and Color

Intent

Building materials that convey a sense of permanence and quality
are appropriate and are encouraged. These include stone and
masonry at the base of the building and for pillars and pilasters,
and stucco, siding, and masonry for the façades.

Guidelines
B.2.1

The palette of colors used should complement the
architectural theme and harmonize with the colors of the
natural materials used.
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II. SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
Castle Rock is made up of numerous individually built houses and
subdivision tracts that have been developed during the past
century. Some of the tracts are diverse in architectural style while
others are homogeneous. Castle Rock has developed from its
inception as a community that has somewhat of a semi-rural
character. The influence of the rolling topography, views to the
mountains, a variety of neighborhood characters, and an
abundance of native landscaping all contribute towards the
feeling of spaciousness in the community.
Existing and potential neighborhoods can be categorized into the
following groups: diverse, conventional and Traditional
Neighborhood Development (TND). One of the considerations
for a new development is the compatibility it will have with the
topography. Diverse neighborhoods are those in transition with
changes resulting from additions and infill development. The
objective in these areas, such as the historic residential area east
of the Downtown, is to encourage the continued health and
vitality of the single family residential character by stabilizing the
existing mix of uses within the neighborhoods, by encouraging
sensitive infill, compatible reuse, maintenance and renovation.
The guidelines in this section focus on providing directions that
apply to diverse, new, conventional and TND residential
developments. The primary goals for single-family design
guidelines for new construction are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
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Respect and preserve the existing topography and plant
material as natural features in residential developments;
Create walkable neighborhoods;
Allow
for
both
conventional
and
Traditional
Neighborhood Development forms;
Promote
mixed
density
and
mixed
income
neighborhoods;
Provide for connectivity in the street systems between
adjacent developments;
Encourage TNDs which allow for a greater range of
density where there are sidewalks, planting strips,
landscaping, and a variety of well-designed homes that do
not have prominent garage fronts; and
Allow for a variety of open space uses in new
developments.
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1.

Conventional Subdivision Development

A.

Site Design and Layout

The following guidelines encourage means by which new
subdivisions on undeveloped land can reduce impacts on the
natural environment, connect to the community, use a variety of
block patterns and a hierarchy of street types, and integrate open
spaces.

A.1

Site Design

Intent

The goal is to encourage innovative designs for new subdivisions
that enhance the neighborhood character, residents’ interaction,
and create an environment oriented to pedestrians and bicyclists.

Guidelines
A.1.1

Subdivisions should be designed to minimize disturbances
to the natural environment and preserve natural areas and
native vegetation.

A.1.2

Views of mountain peaks and other scenic resources
should be considered in the design of projects by varying
rooflines to preserve views and orienting and terracing
buildings away from view corridors, where possible.

A.1.3

Open space areas should be used to form a buffer
between developed and natural areas, and could include
trails, etc.

A.1.4

Recreational or natural open spaces, which occur on
adjacent developments, should be connected together by
a network of pathways in order to create an integrated,
usable open space.

A.1.5

The design and potential use of detention basins should
be considered for open space use by grading to
complement proposed uses, preserving vegetation or
revegetating, and providing for safe access.
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A.2

Vehicular and Pedestrian Circulation

Intent

Within new subdivisions, promote the most direct vehicular,
pedestrian and bicycle circulation routes which allow for multiple
connections to other neighborhoods.

Guidelines

CASTLE ROCK DESIGN

A.2.1

The walled appearance of collector roads, typically
achieved by residences with privacy fences backing onto
the roads, is discouraged. Alternatives such as frontage
roads, fencing offsets or staggered fencing, and wide
landscaped buffer areas with pedestrian circulation routes
are encouraged.

A.2.2

Connectivity between neighborhoods is encouraged to
create direct routes and connections to adjacent
developments.

A.2.3

Long cul-de-sacs should be limited unless they are
required due to topographical constraints.

A.2.4

Principal access roads into new developments should
connect with streets of similar scale. Street patterns at the
edges of new subdivisions should be extended into the
adjacent residential areas. New local streets should
connect with existing local streets and arterials.

A.2.5

Traffic calming devices such as traffic circles, sidewalks
extending into the street at intersections (e.g., bulb-outs),
and narrower street widths should be used to reduce
vehicular speeds and encourage street safety.

A.2.6

Gateways and entrance parkways into new developments
should promote landscape and street improvements that
feature native and low water use plant material.

A.2.7

The type and placement of landscaping should be
designed so as to not obstruct required line-of-sight at
driveways and intersections.
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A.3

Subdivision Streetscape

Intent

The massing and scale of new development should be varied to
add visual interest and character to the streetscape. Develop
attractive streetscapes to encourage pedestrian-oriented activity
on sidewalks and walkways, thereby making the neighborhood
safer and more appealing.

Guidelines
A.3.1

Lot sizes, setbacks, building orientation and form, and the
orientation of porches and garages can all be varied to
add interest and character to the subdivision.

A.3.2

All the streets in the neighborhood should include an
interconnected system of sidewalks. Where possible, a
traditional sidewalk design is preferred, with sidewalks,
regularly spaced street trees in a tree lawn, pedestrianscale light standards, and clearly delineated crosswalks.

A.3.3

Front porches are desirable to encourage neighbor
interaction and visibility of the streetscape, thereby
enhancing neighborhood safety. In addition, attractive
front yards and the architectural design of houses can
enhance the social role of streets. Front porches are not
necessary where the general theme of the area is not
compatible with front porch design.

A.3.4

The prominent and repetitive placement of garages should
be avoided. A mix of garage locations is encouraged,
such as garages located behind the front façade or flush
with a front porch area, as well as a small number of
protruding front load garages.
Garages and accessory
buildings can be integrated into the architectural design of
the residence. Side or rear garage access can also be
used, depending on the topography and the size of the
lot.

A.3.5

The width of driveway curb cuts along the front of the
street should be reduced to approximately sixteen feet.
Where possible, other solutions that minimize the visual
impact of driveways and encourage balance between
landscape and driveway areas should be used, such as
“Hollywood” driveways, and using alleys for garage
access.
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B.

Building Design

B.1

Architectural Detail

Intent

Characteristic elements found in traditional Castle Rock
neighborhoods should be incorporated into the design of new
subdivisions. These include architectural details as well as
building materials. Traditional architectural styles and details are
described in the Town publication, Castle Rock Style (1996).

Guidelines
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B.1.1

New subdivision development should have a
comprehensive architectural theme that includes the
consideration of color, the building form, siding materials,
window proportions, roof forms, and other building
elements which combine to create a pleasing whole.

B.1.2

It is desirable that corner lots have a building form with a
single story portion nearest the corner.

B.1.3

At least two houses featuring dissimilar elevations should
be placed between houses of the same elevation on the
same side of the street.
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2. Traditional Neighborhood Developments
In addition to the site planning guidelines identified for
conventional subdivisions, the following guidelines apply for alleys
and accessory units in TNDs.

A.

Site Design and Layout

A.1

Alleys and Secondary Structures

Alleys have the potential to be quiet and walkable access ways for
secondary residential units, and to provide off-street parking.

Intent

Attractive alleys can provide access to individual garages and the
development opportunity for accessory units which can increase
residential densities yet provide the appearance of a single-family
community.

Guidelines
A.1.1

It is desirable that parking garages should be staggered
back from the edge of the alley so that the appearance of
the alley is not monotonous. Pockets of landscaping,
including trees, are desirable behind each housing unit in
order to soften the appearance of the alley.

A.1.2

Parking garages are to accommodate a maximum of three
parked cars. The design of the garage should be the same
or similar to the architecture of the house.

A.1.3

The design of adjacent fences should not obscure visual
surveillance of the alley from the primary residential unit.

A.1.4

Backyard open space should be maintained and
integrated with the design and construction of any
accessory buildings with garages.

A.1.5

Alleys should be adequately lit at intersections and midblock.

A.1.6

Secondary structures with the accessory units accessible
by stairs from the yard or alley should feature the same or
similar architectural elements, buildings materials and
color as the primary residential structure.

A.1.7

The mass and form of the secondary structure should be
less than but complementary to the scale of the primary
residential structure.

A.1.8

The privacy of adjacent neighbors should be considered in
the design of secondary structures. Views over adjacent
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property should be screened. Also, the privacy of the
primary residence should also be considered in the layout
of the buildings.

A.2

Park Areas

Intent

Small parks are the visual and recreational open spaces in TNDs
and should provide passive recreational opportunities for the
residents.

Guidelines
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A.2.1

Residential units should front onto any open space area,
wherever possible. These small parks can be bordered by
a road that provides on-street parking. Alleys adjacent to
parks and passive open spaces will be discouraged.

A.2.2

The common open space areas should be central to the
project, and be of an appropriate size for passive
recreational pursuits for the neighborhood.
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III. HISTORIC RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT
The residential area east of the Downtown, called the Craig and
Gould Addition, is within the Town’s Historic District. This
twenty-five square block area contained between Front and
Gilbert Streets, consists of a neighborhood of bungalows, and one
and two story frame and stone houses. While individual
structures are not generally of great architectural significance, the
neighborhood has retained a considerable amount of integrity and
has a small village type character. New development in this
traditional residential neighborhood should respect this historic
and distinct character. Significant design features found on
existing older structures should be emulated or used for the
inspiration for new design in infill development.
The streetscape character is defined by large canopy trees, open,
landscaped front yards, on-street parking, and access to garages
from alleys. The lot sizes can vary, but there is a consistent
generous yard setback. Houses are predominantly one-story, with
a range of styles and with pitched roofs. Front doors face the
street, and there is a mix of building materials, including rhyolite,
wood, brick and stucco.
The purpose of these guidelines is to retain the neighborhood
integrity by encouraging infill, additions and exterior alterations
that are compatible with the existing design elements and make a
building fit into the surrounding district. It is recognized that the
style and standard of design varies with the eclectic nature of the
neighborhood, but the goal is to retain the scale and content of
the historical architecture and neighborhood character in new
developments. Elements that are important are the way in which
a building is located on the site, its relationship to the street and
adjacent buildings, and its basic mass, form and building
materials. When these design elements in a new building are
compatible with those seen traditionally in the area, the entire
block is seen as visually compatible.
Goals
The following goals for the Craig and Gould neighborhood will
allow for development to continue to reflect the scale and
character of a predominantly single family neighborhood.
•
•
•
•

The character of the streetscape with traditional on-street
parking should be maintained. New curb cuts should be
avoided;
Alleys should continue to provide access to parking garages
and should retain their informal character;
Due to the traditionally small scale of the buildings, new
development should be in scale with its neighbors;
The materials used on new buildings should be compatible
with those found in the neighborhood; and
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•

Secondary structures are encouraged to provide additional
living space.

A.

Site Design and Layout

A.1

Site Design

Intent

New infill development and additions to existing buildings should
be designed to retain and enhance the street frontage.
Landscaped front yards, street trees, fences and low walls are
important elements of the neighborhood setting.

Guidelines
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A.1.1

The street character should be maintained with street
edge elements of plantings, such as low fences and
hedges, planting beds, and street trees.

A.1.2

The historic residential front yard setback should be
consistent with the other buildings on the block. The
front yard should be predominantly landscaped with
plants and hard surface paving should be minimized.

A.1.3

A sense of open space should be preserved in front, side
and rear yards. Secondary structures should be located to
the rear of the lot. Building forms should be located on a
lot to preserve and define open space.

A.1.4

The primary entrance should be located facing the street
and should be visible from the street.

A.1.5

A walkway should be provided to connect the front entry
to the sidewalk or street. Perpendicular walkways are
encouraged.

A.1.6

All remote satellite dishes and outbuildings should be
screened with trellises, fences, or plantings.

A.1.7

If there are significant grade changes on the side,
landscaped slopes are preferred. If retaining walls are
necessary, they should be made of stone and mortar.
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B.

Building Design

B.1

Mass and Scale

Intent

The mass and scale of new buildings should maintain, to the
extent possible, the traditional street character of the
neighborhood. While new buildings may be larger than the
existing, older houses, the new buildings should not be so large
that they overwhelm their neighbors.

Guidelines
B.1.1

The visual appearance of a building can be minimized by
stepping down the height towards its neighbors. The back
of a building may be taller than the front, and can
therefore be consistent with its neighbors.

B.1.2

A new building should not be substantially higher than its
neighbors. It should be within the range of heights
traditionally seen within the neighborhood.

B.1.3

The width of the front elevation should not exceed the
width of a typical single family building on the block. If
the building is wider, the elevation should be divided into
smaller modules, and sections of the façade should be set
back so that there are offsets.

B.1.4

Developed basements are encouraged to provide
additional living space, providing that the finished first
floor elevation is not raised above the adjacent buildings.

B.1.5

Roof forms and pitches should be used that are
compatible with the other buildings on the block and in
the neighborhood. The repetition of similar roof forms
provides visual continuity.

B.1.6

An addition can be made to be distinguishable from the
original structure in subtle ways. A jog or connector
between the primary structure and the house, for
example, or a subtle change in styles of materials can
occur.
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B.2

Architectural Detail

Intent

New buildings and additions should reflect the traditional
architectural features found in the Historic District, as identified in
Castle Rock Style.
Guidelines
B.2.1

Front porches are encouraged since they historically
occurred in the neighborhood and they provide a
transition from the public street area to the building.

B.2.2

Window and door shapes traditionally found in the older
residential buildings should be used in new developments.
It is the proportion and grouping of the windows that is
important to maintain to provide the architectural
consistency throughout the neighborhood.

B.2.3

A certain amount of design variety is encouraged. The
design of all sides of the building should be considered.
This is especially important on corner lots.

B.3

Materials and Color

Intent
The intent is to have new buildings harmonize with the
neighborhood, so while the building form and design may be
different, the materials and colors used should be based on those
found in the Historic District.

Guidelines
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B.3.1

Brick, stone, stucco and painted wood are encouraged as
the primary building materials. New development can
use a mix of these materials.

B.3.2

The color palette for new buildings should be
complementary to the predominant earth-toned colors in
the neighborhoods. Richer hues can be used but bright
colors are discouraged. Different colors can be used for
accent colors.

B.3.3

Roof materials should be similar to those found
traditionally. Metal roofs are not appropriate on primary
structures.
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IV. Master Plan Design Principles
The guidelines in this section are, in part, derived from the
following section of the 2020 Comprehensive Master Plan.

Residential Principles and Policies
Principle LU-1:
Cohesive, Safe and Desirable Neighborhoods
COHESIVE RESIDENTIAL AREAS ARE SAFE, ATTRCTIVE
AND DESIRABLE PLACES TO LIVE.
Policies:
LU-1.1 Create cohesive residential communities that
include a school, a park or other recreation facilities, open
space, community centers or neighborhood shopping.
Provide pedestrian and bicycle trails that link
neighborhood amenities to allow safe and convenient
access for all residents.

LU-1.2

LU-1.3 New residential development shall provide
community-orientation, with greater attention to the
relationship between residences, streets and shared
spaces, without sacrificing privacy or amenities.
LU-1.4 New development shall provide appropriate
buffers or other mitigation measures between residential
areas and other land use activities to minimize noise,
traffic, or other conditions that may pose a nuisance of
danger to residents.
LU-1.5 Accommodate the development of recreational,
religious, and day care facilities, provided that they are
compatible with the intended residential function, and
subject to Town review and approval.
LU-1.6
Protect existing neighborhoods from traffic
generated from outlying developments.
Principle LU-3: Residential Infill
INFILL
DEVELOPMENT
SHALL
DEMONSTRATE
COMPATIBILITY WITH, AND SENSITIVITY TO, EXISTING
NEIGHBORHOOD
CHARACTERISTICS
THAT
PROMOTES HARMONIOUS TRANSITIONS BETWEEN
NEIGHBORHOODS.
Policies:
LU-3.1 Preserve the scale and character of established
neighborhoods.
LU-3.2 Consider small-lot single-family housing
development in new and existing neighborhoods to
ensure compatibility with the surrounding neighborhoods,
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including the maintenance of the predominant existing
setbacks and the use of complimentary building materials,
colors, and forms, while allowing flexibility for
distinguished design solutions.
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6. GATEWAY

OPPORTUNITIES
AND THE I-25 CORRIDOR
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6. GATEWAY OPPORTUNITIES
AND THE I-25 CORRIDOR

Overview
Gateways can be defined as entrances that define the Town’s and
a district’s boundaries. Just as your home or business should have
an identifiable entrance so do our communities. We should not
ignore or neglect what is likely to be the first impression of our
visitors and customers. Through proper design, the entrances or
gateway treatments should provide a strong sense of identity and
arrival to the Town.
Gateways can be a combination of specific entrance points as well
as linear entrance corridors, key thoroughfares and highways.
They can be an ensemble of streets, buildings, natural features
and landscapes, bridges, and special elements such as signage and
public art. The major gateways into Castle Rock along main travel
corridors can convey the Town’s identity by utilizing characteristic
design elements that reflect Castle Rock’s character. In addition,
development along major entranceways influences the visitor’s
first impressions and their image of Castle Rock.
Corridors form the boundaries between neighborhoods and
districts in the Town, both connecting and defining them. Some
major corridors in Castle Rock, such as I-25, are highly scenic with
views to the mountains, hillsides and natural landmarks. The
design guidelines in this section should be used to formally
identify visually sensitive sites and corridors and define methods
to preserve landmark natural elements. These gateways and
corridors are special areas that convey the Town’s character.
Good urban design can be implemented through design
guidelines and standards to enhance the appearance of the built
environment and convey the small-town character of Castle Rock.
Goals
direction for this section comes from the 2020
Comprehensive Master Plan, and within the Community

The

Identification section, the guiding principle is:

Community Identification shall incorporate design
elements, landscaping and signage that greets and
directs the public and enhances the Town image.
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The goals of design guidelines for the gateways and travel
corridors in Castle Rock are derived from the policies derived
from this principle, and are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gateways should establish and present a positive and
identifiable image of Castle Rock;
The existing scenic quality should be protected;
The visual appearance of key thoroughfares and highways
should be improved;
An identifiable image for the Town based on cultural history,
natural characteristics and characteristic design elements
should be established;
Public roads and rights-of-way that make up the entry
corridors should use similar design elements in order to
establish a cohesive image; and
New developments along gateways and corridors should be:
o encouraged to use similar design elements that reflect
the character of the Town,
o sited, designed and landscaped to either complement or
visually improve the appearance of the area or corridor.

The following elements are considered desirable design elements
and are encouraged:
•
•
•
•
•

Generous setbacks from travel corridors with layered
landscape treatment to provide screening,
Earth berming to define views into sites and to screen
undesirable views,
Attractive screening and security fences,
Unique elements, such as public art and distinctive signage
to mark entries,
Attractive landscaping to accent gateways and entrances and
to enhance the experience of traveling along a key corridor.
Water conserving planting design is to be used.

The identification of gateway locations is critical to the design of
the gateways themselves. The gateways not only present the
Town’s image, but also are essential components for directing
visitors to locations within the Town.
Community identification and gateway elements at the major
gateways can include signage, landscaping, lighting, public art and
other enhancements, and should establish a theme that can be
repeated throughout the Town. A sense of arrival can be
achieved through the use of a simple landscaping layout with
large masses of trees, shrubs and groundcovers. Ponderosa pine
can be used as a coniferous tree in mass plantings as it is
indigenous on the eastern slopes and can be used to provide a
background for gateway elements and to help direct views.
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I.

Design Considerations

Six community identification locations are identified in the 2020
Comprehensive Master Plan and are the focus for specific

gateway elements or preservation of views. These are the
locations for landscaping, design elements, and signage that greets
and directs the public. The community identification locations
are sited on the gateway corridors of I-25, Wolfensberger Road,
and Colorado State Highways 85 and 86.

Gateway location
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Intent:

Ensure high quality development fronting onto the I-25 corridor,
Wolfensberger Road, and Colorado State Highways 85 and 86.

Guidelines
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A.1

Buildings should be sited and designed so as to frame and
preserve views, as well as frame gateways along the
identified corridors.

A.2

Buildings should be compatible in terms of scale, lot size,
massing, building placement and orientation. Recognizing
the site context of large expanses of open space, buildings
should be sited to follow the natural grade contours and
minimize the long expanses of walls at a single height.

A.3

Setbacks should be a minimum of 75 feet from the I-25
right-of-way and be landscaped to frame buildings and
screen loading and service areas.

A.4

Buildings should be designed with architectural elements
and patterns on the elevations facing the travel corridor,
even though this may be the rear elevation.

A.5

Building facades along these corridors should incorporate
a substantial amount of transparent glazing at all office use
levels.

A.6

Building or accent colors should not be bright or intense
nor should highly reflective surfaces be utilized. Colors of
the building materials should reflect those found in the
natural landscape, such as soft greens, muted reds and
pinks, warm grays and brown tones.

A.7

Design elements should be used that reflect the character
of the Town.

A.8

Typically, the landscaping of circulation corridors tends to
be linear in arrangement, such as regularly placed street
trees. The character of the landscaping should vary from
informal planting arrangements bordering natural open
space areas and transition to more formal landscape
arrangements closer to buildings and developed areas.

A.9

The landscape character of adjacent lots along an
identified corridor should be coordinated so as to provide
a unified appearance. A unified street tree plan should be
selected to ensure the cohesive appearance of a block or
a section of a corridor.
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A.10

Where walls, chain link or other security fencing is
required, they should be screened from view from the
corridor by landscaping, berms, or the placement of
buildings.

A.11

Landscaping should be used to screen parking lots from
view of the identified gateway corridors.

A.12

All landscaping along the identified corridors should utilize
water conserving planting design and irrigation layouts.

A.13

At gateway locations, lighting should be used only for the
illumination of signage or special features such as public
art.

A.14

Major signage should be enhanced through the use of
simple but effective landscaping. Landscaping will help
draw attention to the sign, but a simple layout will ensure
that the sign is the focal point.

A.15

Walls or fences adjacent to the identified corridors are not
encouraged. Rather, berms and landscaping to provide a
buffer or transition are encouraged. Where walls are
required, they should be designed with features such as
patterns, textural differences or offsets. The offsets can be
landscaped with clusters of trees and shrubs.
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II. Master Plan Design Principles
The guidelines in this section are, in part, derived from the
following section of the 2020 Comprehensive Master Plan.

Community Character and Design Principles and Policies
Principle CC-3: Community Identification
COMMUNITY IDENTIFICATION SHALL INCORPORTE
DESIGN ELEMENTS, LANDSCAPING AND SIGNAGE
THAT GREETS AND DIRECTS THE PUBLIC AND
ENHANCES THE TOWN IMAGE.
Policies
CC-3.1 Gateways shall welcome visitors, residents and
travelers to the Town and present a positive image and
expectation of Castle Rock.
CC-3.2 Protect the existing scenic quality and improve
the visual appearance of key thoroughfares and highways.
CC-3.3 Establish an identifiable image based on cultural
history, natural characteristics and present conditions.
CC-3.4 All public roads and right-of-way comprising the
entry corridors shall incorporate a cohesive image and
identity in order to establish a sense of entrance.
CC-3.5 Developments adjacent to the gateways and
corridors will be encouraged to use similar design
elements that reflect the character of the Town.
CC-3.6 New development located along highly visible
corridors or that is within highly visible areas, shall be
sited, designed and landscaped in a manner that will
compliment and visually improve the amenities of the
area or corridor.
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7. SITE DESIGN, RETAINING
WALLS AND DETENTION

Overview and Goals
These guidelines apply to all residential, commercial, and
industrial land use areas and the Downtown. The objective is to
encourage the development of attractive and multipurpose
detention areas with a safe depth, maintainable, and are viewed
as assets to the Town rather than liabilities. The intent is to design
storm water management elements as landscape features and as
multipurpose detention areas.
There are several desirable goals for the design of detention areas
and retaining walls:
•
•

Multi-purpose detention area

Environmental, aesthetic and public safety concerns should
be addressed in the design and location of detention areas;
and
Retaining walls should be distributed throughout a site to
take up grade wherever possible, rather than be located
solely at the perimeter of a site.

The following are considered undesirable design forms and are
discouraged:
•
•

Tall retaining walls with large expanses of blank, flat walls;
and
Detention areas that are deep and have steep walls.

Detention with recreational features in an office area

The design and appearance of detention areas can take many
different forms, ranging from more engineered areas with steep
walls, typically found in commercial areas, to more naturalistic
forms that are incorporated into the landscaped setting of a
development.

A.

Detention and Retaining Walls

An example of detention in a residential area

Intent

Detention basins should be designed to blend the detention area
and outlet structure into the surrounding landscape and make it
appear as naturalistic as possible.
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Guidelines
A.1

The design of storm water retention and detention
systems should complement and fit in with the natural
open space and landscape and should be located where
they have the greatest overall benefit.

A.2

Detention areas should have attractive natural looking
features, fit into the landscape and add to the overall
character of an area as opposed to having boxy and
geometric features. The shape of the detention pond
should be made to look as naturalistic as possible, with
terracing of the slopes and bottom. The top and the toe
of the slope should vary, and there should be an
undulation in the shape and grading of the sides of the
detention area.

A.3

Multipurpose detention facilities are strongly encouraged
with recreation activities such as active recreation areas,
passive open space areas, pedestrian paths, and children’s
play areas.

A.4

The slopes of detention ponds should vary. It is preferred
that wherever possible, slopes should be 4:1 or flatter.

A.5

Plant material should be used to soften the appearance of
the detention area, and blend in with the adjacent
landscaping and natural features and conceal any required
guardrails.

A.6

Slopes should be well vegetated to prevent erosion
channels. The use of appropriate groundcovers and
grasses at the top of the slope help to soften the
appearance of the detention area and can incorporate the
detention area into the landscape design. Appropriate
plant material, such as wetland species or drought tolerant
species, should be planted in the detention area and on
the slopes. Shrubs and trees should be planted back from
the top of the slope. Native and perennial species should
be used as much as possible.

A.7

For parking lots, water quality detention areas can be
located in inverted landscaped islands within the parking
lot. The buffer areas surrounding parking areas can also
be used for detention. Other creative techniques for
improving water quality and providing detention in or
adjacent to parking lots is encouraged.

Detention in Commercial areas

Naturalistic landscaping for a detention area
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A.8

Rundowns, which convey runoff from streets and parking
lots into channels or storage facilities, should be
incorporated into the overall design and be attractively
designed. Rundowns should allow for water infiltration.

A.9

The maximum height of any retaining wall should be four
feet. Retaining walls should be designed to consider slope
height and aesthetics, and terraced walls in no more than
four foot heights are encouraged. Should walls need to
be any taller, they should be stepped back in four-foot
increments with areas between the walls for landscaping.

A.10

Retaining walls should not form any more than fifty
percent of the perimeter of the detention area.

A.11

Where it is possible, the foundation of a building can form
one side of a detention area.

A.12

The distance between the top of any retaining wall in a
detention area and any adjacent sidewalk, roadway curb
or structured feature should be a minimum of three times
the height of the wall, where possible.

A.13

Trickle channels should be designed to be decorative as
well as practical features and to accommodate for
infiltration and erosion control.

A.14

Where possible, porous paving materials should be used
in parking lots to allow for infiltration.

A.15

Alternative detention pond methods are encouraged,
wherever possible.
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An example of trickle channel design
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8. GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Accessory Dwelling Unit/Granny Flat

These are separate living quarters located on the same lot as
the main residential structure. These units may be attached,
or detached from the main structure, e.g., located as the
second story over a garage.

Articulation

Horizontal and vertical articulation consists of architectural
features and patterns that provide visual interest for the
pedestrian or are added to reduce the massive appearance
of large buildings. These can include offsets, reveals,
projecting ribs, pilasters, textural, color, and material
changes.

Berm

An earth mound of a certain height with sloping sides
designed to provide visual interest on a site or provide a
buffer between adjoining land uses.

Buffer

An area designed to reduce the conflict between two
different land uses. Buffers can include berms, landscaping,
fencing and other methods intended to screen undesired
views, noise and glare. The intent is to provide greater
privacy for uses adjacent to a land use of higher impact or a
roadway.

Building Mass

The building’s expanse or bulk and is a term typically used
within the context of buildings of considerable size.

Compatibility

The design or land use characteristics that allow different
buildings or uses to be located near or adjacent to each
other in harmony. Some urban design elements that
provide compatibility are height, scale, mass and materials of
structures. Other important characteristics include site
design, including vehicular and pedestrian circulation, and
landscaping.

Corridor

Public land adjacent to a public road within the Town.

Density

The average number of dwelling units located on the total or
gross acreage of a development or land use zone, and
calculated on a per acre basis.

Detention

A pond area or other method of detaining the flow of runoff,
and designed to release the water as a slower rate of flow in
order to reduce the occurrence of flooding.

Dormer

A window set vertically in a gable projecting from a sloping
roof.
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Façade

Any portion of an exterior elevation on a building that
extends from the ground to the top of the parapet, wall or
the eaves, and extends the entire length of the building.

Final PD Site Plan

This is the final step in the Planned Development (PD)
zoning approval process where a detailed site plan for a
specific development proposal is submitted for review and
approval by the Town.

Final Plat

This consists of a map or maps of a proposed subdivision
and includes the specific supporting material submitted as
required by the Town. Once approved, the final plan is
recorded with the Douglas Counter Clerk and Recorder.

Gable

The triangular wall section at the end of a pitched roof,
which is defined by the two roof slopes.

Gateway

An area defining the entrance point to the Town of Castle
Rock or a defined area, such as the historic Downtown or a
neighborhood, which has special signage elements,
landscaping or other features which define it as a type of
landmark.

Hip Roof

A roof without gables

Historic Downtown Area

This area is defined as an area of general historic significance
to the Town and any new structures and alterations which
may impact the architectural heritage of the Town are to be
reviewed by the Historic Preservation Board. The Historic
Downtown Area is defined by the map below.
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Historic landmark

An individual structure, object, feature or area which has
been included on the Town of Castle Rock’s Register of
Historic Places due to its historic significance and
importance to the Town. Landmarks may also include sites
that were the scene of an activity which has historic
significance to the Town, such as parks, abandoned quarries,
agricultural sites or significant geologic features which played
an important role in the Town’s history.

Infill Development

The planned development or conversion of empty lots or
buildings in poor repair in existing, older neighborhoods for
use as residential or commercial buildings.
Infill
development is often seen as an alternative to development
in suburban areas.

Land Suitability Analysis Report (LSAR) This report, containing both maps and written text, is
required to be submitted with a preliminary plat identifying
the property’s natural features, environmental constraints,
the impact of development, and any proposed mitigating
approaches.

Master Plan

A Master Plan and amendments which have been officially
adopted by the Town to provide development policies for
current and long-range development in the Town. This
comprehensive document is used to plan for future land use,
transportation, water, sewer, parks and other Town needs
and facilities.

Mixed Use

An area of mixed residential and commercial uses that is
typically compact and dense development. This would
provide shopping, employment and living opportunities
serving the local market as well as provide some specialty
attractions.

Multi-family Residential

A building designed for or occupied by three or more
families living independently of each other, which may
include condominium or townhouse units.

Offsets

A vertical jog, usually of several inches, in a façade or fence
that breaks the linear plane and adds visual interest.

Parapet

The portion of a wall that extends above the roofline. This
façade element is very important for Downtown commercial
buildings and adds character to buildings in new commercial
areas.

Pedestrian Oriented Development

A development designed with emphasis on the street
environment and focusing on pedestrian access to and
through the site, and to buildings rather than on vehicular
access. Usually buildings are located close of the sidewalks
and main entrances are oriented to the sidewalk. Large
windows and display cases with clear glazing are located
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along the building façades. Parking is usually limited to
small lots and located where it is not visually obtrusive.

Planned Development (PD)

This is a property designated by the Town zoning ordinance
as a Planned Development District.

Portico

A defined porch or walkway with a roof supported by
columns, most often located at the entrance to a building.

Regional Detention

One very large detention basin or a series of basins, usually
publicly owned, that are designed to hold stormwater and
release it at slow rates to avoid channel overflow.

Reveals

Indentations, usually linear, that can be horizontal or vertical
in a building’s façade that add visual interest and a shadow
line.

Right-of-way

A public area that includes all streets, roadways, sidewalks,
alleys and all other areas reserved for present or future use
for vehicular or pedestrian travel.

Riparian

The area with a high water table near a river or pond with a
wetland ecosystem.

One family dwelling

This means a building designed exclusively for occupancy by
one family, including attached residences.

Streetscape

The architectural, landscape architectural and engineering
design of a public right-of-way that can include bike lanes,
sidewalks, street trees, light standards, street furniture and
other elements.

Traditional Neighborhood Development This type of development, referred to as TNDs, is based on

the layout and design of “traditional” neighborhoods with
several specific design characteristics. These include a
network of interconnecting, tree-lined streets (usually a
modified grid) with alleys, and sidewalks providing a short
walk to parks and neighborhood centers. There is usually a
mix of housing types, based on historic architectural forms
typically found in the region, and opportunities for
commercial, civic and religious buildings, if the
neighborhood is sufficiently large.

Xeriscape
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This is an approach to landscaping with the goal of water
conservation. There are seven accepted principles to
promote water-efficient landscaping and these are: proper
landscape planning and design, limiting the extent of high
water demand landscaping area, use of water conserving
plants and planting zones, soil improvements, the use of
mulches, proper irrigation design, and landscape
maintenance.
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